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On the Cover: Forestry applications using unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), or 
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Family 
Forestry Commentary
Keith A. Argow, PhD., CF, President, NWOA

NWOA, Our Legacy of Service Continues
With the quick approach of 2020 on the calendar 
this is a good time to look back on NWOA’s first 35 
years to see how we got here. Our history starts in St. 
Louis in November, 1983 at a special national confer-
ence on Non-industrial Private Forestry called by 
the Cooperative Forestry Division of the U.S. Forest 
Service in partnership with the National Association of 
State Foresters. The gathering was keynoted by the 
Governor of Mississippi and John Crowell, the Assistant 
Secretary of Agriculture for Natural Resources. They 
attended the entire three-day meeting, giving the 
landmark session added visibility. I was invited as 
the Washington, D.C. correspondent with National 
Woodlands, a magazine published in Michigan. My 
circumstance for being based in the nation’s Capital 
occurred when Trout Unlimited (TU)  moved their head-
quarters from Denver to Washington while I was their 
Executive Director. Previously I had taken early retire-
ment from the Forest Service (almost 20 years) to join 
the forestry faculty at Virginia Tech. prior to going to 
TU. There, I was active in the nationwide networks of 

conservation and forestry organizations, before moving 
on to become a legislative counsel and principal of 
American Resources, Inc. a woodland management 
enterprise.

Back in 1983, I brought a written proposal to St. 
Louis for a landowner-funded National Woodland 
Owners organization that would work closely with the 
forest industry (our markets) and government agencies, 
but be independent of both. After hearing three days 
of discussions, it was obvious that the time was right 
to launch a nationwide family forestry organization. 
The importance of getting non-industrial private forest 
owners (NIPF) more active in good forest manage-
ment was obvious. It was also apparent that whatever 
was to be done would best be paid for by landowners 
themselves. Both public and private grants came with 
strings to facilitate the goals and objectives of the 
landowners. In other words, “pay your own way.”

The next events moved quickly. The November/
December issue of National Woodland carried a full 
page announcement of the organization of the National 

2019 NWOA Board of Directors. Clockwise: Dick Courter, OR, Phil Gramelspacher, IN, Rick Hamilton, NC, Joe Thomas, NC, Linda Finley, PA, 
Keith Argow, VA, Kelley McCarter, FL, Claire McAdams, CA and Casey Meek,  OK. Photo by Al Robertson, VT, also a Board member. Unable 
to attend in 2019, Tamara Cushing, OR, Bill Hubbard, MD, Lyle Laverty, CO, and Jack Seifert, IN.
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Woodland Owners Association along with an applica-
tion for membership. Response was gradual but within 
a year NWOA had paying members in about 30 states. 
Within two years there were members in all 50 states 
along with a handful of woodlot owning Canadians. 
Woodland Report (pp. 6-7) began publication monthly 
reporting late-breaking forestry news from Washington, 
D.C. and the state capitals. 

NWOA was incorporated as a non-profit educa-
tional association in Virginia and soon after it was 
granted 501(c)3 status by IRS as a tax-deductible 
charitable organization.

Our Board of regional and at-large directors was 
established. Officers stepped up to be Chair, Chair 
Elect, Secretary, and Treasurer. Over the years since, 
many generous volunteers filled these regional director 
and officer roles. These Directors contributed by repre-
senting NWOA at national events, making and taking 
phone calls, communicated through emails and met at 
annual gatherings, all at their own expense. 

The first testimony by NWOA before commit-
tees of Congress was in support of annual appropri-
ations for the Cooperative Forestry programs within 
the State & Private Forestry division of the U.S. Forest 
Service. A strong advocacy was also established 
for the Cooperative Extension Forestry appropria-
tions in USDA, including the newly authorized (1978) 
Renewable Resources Education Act (RREA). As 
successful as these programs are, there is no guarantee 
that future budgets or appropriations from Congress 
will continue. The success with Congressional annual 
budgets along with new forestry legislation comes in 
no small part from the efforts of NWOA’s Washington, 
D.C. Forestry Network (see 16). That is why NWOA 
maintains an active presence here, as do many of the 
larger forest industries either with individual offices or 
membership in trade associations.

In 1985 NWOA attended the annual meeting of the 
National Association of State Foresters (NASF), repre-
senting the state forestry agencies in all 50 states. 
Developing a relationship was important because 
state forestry agencies are a woodland owners first 
line of defense against wildfire, invasive species, as 
well as insects and diseases. Service foresters, in 
partnership with Cooperative Forestry Extension, are 
often the first forester a new woodland owner meets 
and a valued advisor to multi-generational owner-
ships. State Foresters are a direct and important link 

to the Governor along with legislatures and other state 
agencies. NWOA has been privileged to present the 
Outstanding Forestry Legislation Award at the annual 
meeting of NASF. At a time when laws often mean more 
regulation, there are always good laws that help land-
owners, protect our rights, and improve our markets. 
There have been 99 annual meetings of NASF, and I 
am proud to say that I have attended 33 of them, more 
than any current or former state forester has. We have 
their ear, and they have ours.

While NWOA was getting established on the 
national scene, we were also looking to find ways to 
assist state landowner associations, an important link 
in getting landowners involved in taking control of their 
best interests. It is at the state level that “right-to-prac-
tice forestry” laws are either enacted or defeated. All 
forest regulation occurs at the state level with very few 
exceptions. 

In 1986 there were 25 state woodland owner and 
forestry associations in existence. NWOA extended 
an invitation to them to be our independent State 
Affiliates. Within two years all 25 accepted and the 
American Alliance of Landowner Associations came 
into existence. Since then NWOA has assisted other 
states and there are now 42 Affiliates. They are listed on 
p. 49, plus some still in formation known as Councils. 
The leaders of state associations elect half of NWOA’s 
Board of Directors and in addition they vote and rank 
the Top Ten Family Forestry Issues every year.

We continue to produce National Woodlands 
Magazine, and you, the reader are part of our annual 
circulation of 46,000. We here back from you that it is 
the most widely read forestry magazine in America..  

But for NWOA, there’s still work to be done. We have 
36,000 affiliate members, but less than 10,000 national 
members. As I noted above, we made the decision in 
1983 to be a landowner funded and INDEPENDENT 
voice of family woodland owners. We have remained 
true to that promise and the majority of our funding 
comes in annual memberships. Unchanged since 
2013, they remain at $35/yr. for Individual, and $45/yr. 
for Sustaining members.

If you are already a national member please turn to 
the back cover of this magazine and make a generous 
donation to our annual appeal. If you are not a national 
member (receiving four magazines a year), use the 
envelope inserted on p. 16 and join us. We will both be 
glad you did!
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Woodland Report
Reliable, Responsive Reporting since 1983
Volume 36, Issue 4 Autumn 2019

ADMINISTRATION’S TRADE WAR WITH CHINA 
CONTINUES UNABATED 
Now moving into its second year, the trade war 
with China, the trade war initiated by the Trump 
Administration, shows no sign of letting up, 
although talks continue. A late summer escalation 
in posturing between both the Chinese and the 
American representatives resulted in additional 
tariffs and counter-tariffs and a raise in some of the 
already existing levies. The Hardwood Federation 
(of which NWOA is a member) and the American 
Hardwood Export Council continue their extensive 
efforts to resolve the impasse.

Prior to the trade dispute, half of the grade 
lumber exported by the U.S. hardwood companies 
went to China. Almost $2 billion in product. U.S. 
hardwoods enjoyed a $1.5 billion trade surplus 
with China. For the last quarter of 2018 and the first 
two quarters of 2019, hardwood exports from the 
U.S. declined 42% with export losses to American 
mills of $500 million. As would be expected, the 
log prices being offered to woodland owners have 
also dropped substantially.

Previously, Woodland Report noted that U.S. 
hardwoods are not receiving emergency support 
from USDA as are other agricultural commodities 
of dairy, wheat, corn and more. Efforts continue to 
add hardwood lumber and logs to the list, but have 
been unsuccessful.

During the summer Congressional recess, 
representatives of a number of NWOA’s affiliated 
state woodland owner and forestry associations 
took the opportunity to meet with members of 
Congress. They report that while they received 
a sympathetic ear, there is little Congress can 
do other than work with USDA and in general 
continue to keep the heat on the Administration to 
resolve the continuing trade dispute.

IMPROVED CONSERVATION EASEMENT TAX 
BENEFIT CONTINUES TO MOVE IN CONGRESS 
NWOA has long supported the use of voluntary 
Conservation Easements as a good way to keep 
forests as forests, one of the NWOA Top Ten Family 
Forestry Issues. In 2006 Congress enacted income 
tax incentives for woodland owners who donate 
conservation easements on their land to forestry 
land trusts or other approved organizations. In 
2015 the law was made permanent (no sunset), 
and its benefits improved by raising the annual 
deduction from 35% to 50% of the owners annual 
income. If the appraised value of the donation is 
large, the carry over period was increased from 5 
years to 15 years.

The positive results were not long in coming 
as landowners responded to the federal income 
tax credit. Several states followed with similar 
programs for conservation tax credits. Although 
the law has been a success, it was not long before 
sophisticated tax scammers found and exploited 
a loophole through the marketing of abusive 
conservation easement tax shelters.  Since 2016, the 
IRS has identified $7 billion in bad actor shelters.

The Charitable Conservation Easement Program 
Integrity Act S170, now in Congress, will close 
those loopholes and protect the benefits of the 
program. In July the nonpartisan Joint Committee 
on Tax estimated this legislation to end abusive 
conservation easement tax shelters will generate 
$6.6 billion in federal revenue resulting from the 
benefits of the law.

PROPOSAL TO EXPEDITE FOREST TREATMENT 
A U.S. Forest Service proposal speed treatment of 
overstocked forests by streamlining NEPA review 
has been challenged by 25 members of the Senate. 
Environmental groups stated they would stop it in 
the courts if necessary. See the story from NASF on 
pages 22-23 of this issue of National Woodlands 
for more information on NEPA and the proposed 
changes to the review process.

Late Breaking Forestry News from Washington DC and State Capitals
Published for Woodland Owners by the National Woodland Owners Association
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IOWA WOODLAND OWNERS WORKING TO 
MAINTAIN THE IOWA FOREST RESERVE ACT 
Iowa’s forest acres have gone from 6 million acres 
to 2.9 million acres. Back in 1906 the Forest Reserve 
Act was passed by the Legislature to hold lower 
taxed poorer lands in timber, not only as a source 
of farm income but also for the benefits of erosion 
control, watershed protection and game cover. 
This long standing and precedent setting law is 
now under attack by members of the current state 
Legislature to encourage additional wooded tracts 
to be used for agriculture. The higher agricultural 
tax assessments would generate additional property 
tax income for local and county tax districts.

The Iowa Woodland Owners Ass’n. (IWOA) 
(NWOA affiliate) is working let all Iowans know 
of the many benefits of the forest reserves. They 
have activated a rapid response legislative network 
to be prepared to act on short notice of legislative 
activity. Sometimes they receive only 24 hours 
notice on Subcommittee votes. 

MARYLAND HOSTS THREE REGIONAL FORESTRY 
MEETINGS ACROSS THE STATE  
The Maryland Forests Ass’n. (NWOA affil.) is once 
again partnering with the state Tree Farm program 
to host three regional Forestry Meetings with the 
support of the Rural Maryland Council. The sessions 
are part of a Forest Markets Readjustment Project 
to join with the Association of Forest Industries to 
come up with and promote strategies to increase 
and retain markets for homegrown logs and wood.

ALABAMA LANDS NEW PELLET PLANT
Governor Kay Ivey and Enviva have announced 
a new wood pellet production plant to be built 
in the Port of Epes Industrial Park in Sumter 
County. The project is anticipated to create 85 
full time jobs and generate an estimated 180 
additional jobs in logging, transportation and local 
services. The Alabama Treasure Forest Association 
(NWOA affiliate) expressed its appreciation and 
acknowledged the State’s ongoing efforts to attract 
new markets and forest industries.

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATIVE ACTION ALERT 
As the Legislative year winds down, forest 
landowners face the prospect of a shortage of 

consulting Registered Professional Foresters (RPF) 
to assist landowners with Timber Harvesting Plans 
and other programs. They will also find fewer 
Licensed Timber Operators (LTO). The problem 
stems from a proposed regulation that would cause 
both RPFs and LTOs to become employees of those 
hiring them, thereby requiring landowners to pay 
social security taxes, workers’ compensation, and 
possibly other employee benefits. 

This problem is a result of current provisions 
of Assembly Bill AB 5, a response to a California 
Supreme Court decision in 2018. Exemption for 
service providers are proposed for attorneys, 
doctors, commercial fishermen and stock 
brokers, but not for the forestry sector. The 
Forest Landowners of California (NWOA affil.) is 
mounting a statewide effort to get the forestry 
sector included in the exempted list.

WEST VIRGINIA SURFACE RIGHTS LANDOWNERS 
WIN IMPORTANT SUPREME COURT DECISION 
In a unanimous decision and a big break-through, 
the WV Supreme Court held that oil and gas drillers 
and mineral owners (those who own the minerals 
below the landowners’ surface ground) have “no 
right to use a surface owner’s land for well pads or 
roads etc., to develop minerals under neighboring 
mineral properties that do not underlie the 
surface owner’s land without the surface owner’s 
permission.”

Unlike most of the U.S., the ownership of 
minerals below the surface were sold to coal and 
oil interests in much of Appalachia in the 1800s. 
It was not until the mid-1900s that strip mining 
and horizontal oil and gas drilling became a major 
concern, which has been difficult to resolve.  

ILLINOIS THE LATEST STATE TO PASS UNIFORM 
PARTITION OF HEIRS PROPERTY ACT (UPHPA)
In late August, Illinois Governor JB Pritzker signed 
into law Public Act 101-0520, Uniform Partition of 
Heirs Property Act. UPHPA preserves the right of 
a co-tenant to sell his/her interest in inherited real 
estate, while ensuring that the other co-tenants will 
have the necessary due process, including notice, 
appraisal, and right of first refusal, to prevent a 
forced sale.

Reports From 
State Affiliates
“All Forestry is Local”

ALLIANCE
OF

LANDOWNER
ASSOCIATIONS
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Washington Woodland Watch

2018 Farm Bill Delivers Landscape Scale 
Restoration (LSR) Program Opportunities
In today’s environment, it’s no longer enough to 
improve stewardship on individual parcels of land, 
we must work across multiple ownerships if we’re to 
tackle landscape-scale issues such as wildfire, at-risk 
wildlife, or ensuring a sustainable supply of wood to 
a mill. 

The Landscape Scale Restoration (LSR) program 
is an important way that states, in collaboration with 
the Forest Service and other partners, address forest 
management issues across the landscape. LSR proj-
ects focus on the most critical priorities identified in 
each state’s Forest Action Plan to achieve national 
goals as laid out in the State and Private Forestry 
national themes. As a result, LSR contributes to 
achieving results on all forest ownership types and 
improves forest health at local, regional, and national 
levels. 

Newly improved in the 2018 Farm Bill, LSR will 
produce measurable results—such as clean drinking 
water and species conservation—that are important 
to all Americans. The 2018 Farm Bill authorized the 
program at $14M through 2023 and has consistently 
received funding through the appropriations process. 
This year, the House Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Interior increased funding by $6M.

One example of how the Landscape Scale 
Restoration program can support significant conser-
vation impact, is in the long-term sustainability of the 
white oak species. White oak can be found across 
17 states, ranging from the forests in the Midwest to 
the eastern U.S. Not only does white oak provide vital 
habitat and food for wildlife, it also plays an essential 
role in rural economies, and supports a wide variety of 
important and growing industries including furniture, 

flooring, cabinetry, barrels for spirits and wine, and 
more. Populations of young trees are significantly 
declining due to lack of forest management, wide-
spread disease, and changing climate conditions. 

The White Oak Initiative, administered by 
American Forest Foundation’s Midwest Director Jordy 
Jordahl, plays a vital role in species re-establishment. 
The initiative is a group of private landowners, univer-
sities, state and federal agencies, conservation orga-
nizations, trade associations, and forest industries 
including wine/spirits, flooring, cooperage, and timber 
working to ensure the long-term stainability of white 
oak forests.

With the support of two LSR grants and signifi-
cant private and state contributions, the Initiative is 
conducting a range-wide white oak assessment. Part 
of the assessment includes building a conservation 
plan and strategies to support oak research, technical 
assistance for private and public landowners, and 
communications and public policy. 

White oak restoration is only one example demon-
strating how the Landscape Scale Restoration 
program is delivering cross boundary forest conser-
vation impact. To explore more LSR projects, use 
the U.S Forest Service LSR map viewer, https://
www.fs . fed.us/manag ing- land/pr ivate- land/
landscape-scale-restoration

Natalie Alex is Policy & 
Conservation Coordinator for 
American Forest Foundation.
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Continued next page

Meeting Held in DC to Improve 
the USFS National Woodland 
Owners Survey

Keith Argow, President of NWOA, Bill Hubbard, Director-at-Large for NWOA, 
and Tammy Cushing, Director, Northwest Region of NWOA and President 
Elect of Society of American Foresters, attended the forum held on September 
12, 2019. The meeting was a focused one with 38 individual participants 
representing 22 organizations including forest products industry, Land Grant 
University academic researchers, State and Federal land management orga-
nizations, woodland owner advocacy/non-profit organizations, and profes-
sional forestry consultants.

In general, the meeting’s purpose was to examine the use of Forest Inventory 
Analysis (FIA) data, the weaknesses of the data and how they might influence 
forest policy, economics and other aspects of forest management in the USA. 
Recent criticism of the National Woodland Owners Survey (NWOS), a report 
produced by the US Forest Service and based in part on the FIA data, was 
the catalyst for the meeting. The Summer 2019 issue of National Woodlands 
magazine included a primer article on USDA FS Forest Inventory Analysis 
(page 32-33), “What Does the Forest Inventory Analysis (FIA) Have to do with 
Woodland Owners?” If you did not see that article, and would like a copy, you 
may request it by email to nwoamag@gmail.com. 

Remember that the acronyms “NWOS” and “NWOA” are completely unre-
lated. NWOS is a report created by the FIA unit of the USDA Forest Service. 
NWOA is the National Woodland Owners Association, 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization which functions independently since 1983.

Summary of Oral Remarks Made by Keith Argow on Behalf of NWOA

My real passion is growing trees and working on my 
lands in 7 states. FIA data is vital to my understanding 
of wood markets and how to better manage my land. 
The following remarks are made on behalf of National 
Woodland Owners Association, regarding the long-
term interest in the FIA program and how its data are 
useful for legislators and others who need to make 
policy and funding decisions.

Since NWOA’s founding in 1983, we have recog-
nized the importance of reliable forest inventory data 
to provide guidance to current and potential owners 
of forests regarding stewardship of the land they own 
and for private investment. We have always endorsed 
the annual appropriations for the FIA program before 
Congress, often at a higher level than proposed in the 
President’s budget. Early on, we recognized how much 
more difficult it was to determine basic information 

NWOA Represented at Meeting Held in DC to Improve the 
USDA Forest Service NWOS
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NWOA Represented at Meeting Held in DC to Improve the USDA Forest Service 
NWOS continued

about “non-industrial private forest owners” (NIPFs) 
as compared to industrial forest owners. How many 
woodland owners are there? Where do they live and 
own land? Why do they own land? Do they have 
forest management plans? Reliable data of this sort is 
important to Congress in making appropriations for the 
FS S&PF’s Cooperative Forestry programs and espe-
cially to State Foresters in preparing and funding their 
service forestry programs. 

After results of the first NWOS were published in 
1978, FS R&D commissioned several research initia-
tives to answer these questions. These reports led to 
more questions, and eventually, a small permanent 
staff was assigned to woodland owner issues at the 
Northeastern Forest Experiment Station. A decade 
ago, these programs were consolidated at the Family 
Forest Research Center, a joint venture of the FS and 
the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. NWOA 
welcomed this action because it recognized the 
important role of family forest landowners in owning 
and managing about half the woodlands in America 
and because it tied the NWOS clearly and tightly to the 
FIA program. Since 1978, there have been three addi-
tional cycles of NWOS. In 2018, the NWOS began tran-
sitioning from a periodic to an annual survey to better 
connect survey results to FIA field plot information. We 
endorse this transition.  

Dr. Cushing believes that all other landowner 
surveys are benchmarked against NWOS data and 
so a strong and healthy NWOS program is critical 
to establishing the veracity of other surveys. But the 
sampling intensity at the state level is too low in some 
cases to make statements about the diverse forest 
landowner base. According to NWOS documents, the 
target is 250 responses from each state. Oregon had 
132 respondents, but some questions had fewer than 
132 responses. Also, It’s not clear why 250 should be 
the target, regardless of the land base or the number of 
owners in each state. 

Dr. Cushing requests the following changes in 
the NWOS and its reports, particularly the summa-
ries developed by Dr. Butler and the Family Forest 
Research Center (FFRC, a unit within the USDA Forest 
Service Northern Research Station):

 d Quit talking about the number or percentage of 
owners who do “x” and focus on the percentage 
of the land base, especially when talking about 
the coverage by management plans. It can be 
hard to put in an acreage break when economic 
viability is a function not only of acres, but also of 
the productivity of the land, expenses associated 
with management, the tree species on the land, 
and the proximity of an owner’s property to wood 
markets. While only 7 percent (depending on the 
publication) of owners have a management plan, 
what percentage of the land is under a manage-
ment plan?

 d The story being told should be clear that it is ALL 
forestland owners when you talk number of total 
acres, but then the next part of the story should 
focus on those who are forest land owners (not 
farms with 2 acres on the back that is ignored). 
The definitions being used wind up including in 
the survey many landowners who, if asked, do 
not consider themselves owners of either forest or 
wood lands. For example, the summary briefing 
paper talks at the overall survey level. But when 
the summary talks about management plans, 
the story may be different from looking just at 
forest land that is more than a rural backyard or 
attached to a farm. There is no reason someone 
with 2 acres should have a forest management 
plan and that hides the numbers of those who 
should and do have management plans—often at 
a much higher percentage of the total landscape. 
In Extension, we would use that result to inform 
the programming we do, as do state agencies and 
other organizations.

 d Stick to the national level information and possi-
bly regional (if there is really enough data). Those 
state reports are being used even though they 
are based on very little data. It would be better to 
partner with someone in the state and do a great-
er intensity sample with questions (and language) 
appropriate for the state. I understand that was 
done in some places, which is great, but for states 
where that wasn’t done, data shouldn’t be pre-
sented for such a small number of respondents. 
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National Woodlands
374 Maple Ave. E

Suite 310 
Vienna, VA 22180Readers Respond

Dear Kelley,

Per your “Suggested Reading?” item, p.9 in the winter issue of National Woodlands 
magazine, the Kentucky Woodland Owners Association (KWOA) started a series of book 
reviews about a year ago. We have four to-date on KWOA website:

 d The Hidden Life of Trees by Peter Wohlleben, 2016

 d American Canopy by Eric Rutkow, 2012

 d Venerable Trees by Tom Kimmerer, 2015

 d The Overstory by Richard Powers, 2018

The reviews can be accessed at https://kwoa.net/resources/publications.

Karen Marshall, KWOA newsletter and website editor

Dear Penny,

Thank you for responding to our call for suggested reading. I am very happy to 
share your email message above along with the list of books and the website 
where anyone can read the reviews. I compliment you and your members for 
these reviews, both fiction and non-fiction. I noted that in addition to the book 
reviews, there are links to useful and practical guides which are colorful, down-
loadable, and printable PDF documents. What a nice resource for your members 
and the public in Kentucky.

Kelley McCarter, Associate Editor

Dear Keith,

Dave deCalesta, retired wildlife research from the US Forest Service Northern Research 
Station out of Irvine, PA, and Mike Eckley, with TNC and a private consulting forester, 
recently released an edited book on deer management titled “Deer Management for Forest 
Landowners and Managers.” In all honesty, I have to let you know that Allyson Muth and I 
have a chapter in the book. Nonetheless, I think it is an important manuscript and a signifi-
cant contribution to the extended debate on deer and forests.

I am asking if you might find it possible to include the piece in an upcoming issue of 
your respective publications. If you have questions, please reach out.

Thank you, Jim Finley, Email: jfinley@psu.edu

Dear Jim,

Thank you for sharing the news of the Deer Management for Forest Landowners and 
Managers book that you describe in your letter. The synopsis of the book is featured 
in this issue of National Woodlands magazine on page 35. A straight-forward “how-
to” book can be a very valuable tool for woodland owners in many parts of the US as 
deer populations continue to grow and deer health declines with it.

Keith Argow, NWOA 
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Farm Bill 2018: Programs of Interest to Forest Landowners

Farm Bill 2018: Programs of 
Interest to Forest Landowners
By NC State University Extension staff and researchers: Rajan Parajuli, PhD. Assistant Professor and 
Extension Specialist, Andrew Hardwick, Student Research Associate, Stephanie Chizmar, Graduate 
Research Assistant

The US Congress passed the Agricultural Improvement Act of 2018, commonly known as the 2018 
Farm Bill, in December 2018. This bill modifies and reauthorizes several agricultural and natural resource 
assistance programs for the next five years. In this article, we present some of the forestry related 
programs and their updates in the 2018 Farm Bill that are relevant for forest landowners.

The Farm Bill 2018 specifies several provisions to provide financial and technical assistance to forest 
landowners primarily under three laws: the Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act, the Forest and 
Rangeland Renewable Resources Research Act, and the Healthy Forests Restoration Act (CRS, 2019). 
This updated bill reauthorizes the Healthy Forests Reserve Program, Rural Revitalization Technology, 
National Forest Foundation, and funding for implementing statewide forest resource assessments. On 
the other hand, several conservation and energy programs also include forestry and forest landowners 
in their program scope and eligibility.

Forestry-Specific Programs in Farm Bill 2018
The major programs listed in the Forestry section 
(Title VIII) of the Farm Bill are listed below with a short 
description and the notable changes in the funding.

Landscape Scale Restoration Program
 i The Landscape Scale Restoration Program was 
created to support innovative regional or national 
forest restoration projects.

 i The program establishes the state and private forest 
landscape-scale restoration fund of $20 million 
annually. Funding for projects requires a 50% cost-
share match.

Forest Legacy Program
 i This program protects forests from being converted 
into non-forest uses.

 i Annual funding is authorized at $25 million, but 
eliminates permanent authority to receive annual 
appropriations.

Community Forest and Open Space Conservation 
Program

 i This program provides financial assistance to local 
governments, federally recognized Indian tribes, 
and nonprofit organizations to establish community 
forests.

 i The annual funding is set at $5 million, but 
eliminates permanent authority to receive annual 
appropriations.

Hazardous Fuel Reduction Projects on national 
forest system (NFS) land

 i A Hazardous Fuel Reduction project defines 
Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) and the protection 
for at-risk communities.

 i Financial assistance to states for cross-boundary 
hazardous fuels reduction will be offered up to a total 

of $20 million annually. At least 50% of the funds will 
go to projects on federal lands within the WUI.

Water Source Protection Program on NFS land
 i This program covers watershed restoration 
or protection projects under a water source 
management plan.

 i The program is funded at $10 million in annual 
appropriations.

Healthy Forests Reserve Program
 i This program will assist  private and tribal landown-
ers in restoring and enhancing forest ecosystems 
using long-term contracts and easements.

 i The funding is set at $12  million annually, subject to 
appropriations.

Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Program
 i This program selects and provides funding for 
collaboratively-developed forest restoration projects 
on NFS, federal, state, or private land.

 i The funding is set at $80 million annually.

Wood Innovation Grant Program
 i This former NFS grant system is now an official 
program. Facilitates the use of innovative wood 
products, mass timber and tall wood buildings.

 i Funds are based on a 50% cost-share to establish 
research, education and technical assistance 
program for expanding wood energy and wood 
product markets.

Community Wood Energy and Wood Innovation 
Program

 i This program provides financial assistance to 
install public or private wood energy systems or 
to construct plants that use or produce innovative 
wood products including mass timber.
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 i The annual funding is set at $25 million, subject to 
appropriations. The percentage in cost-share can vary 
with the highest possible percent capped at 50%.

Rural Revitalization Technologies Program
 i Rural Revitalization Technologies Program will pro-
vide technical and financial assistance to facilitate 
biomass or other small-diameter wood product use 
for small-scale business enterprise.

 i The annual funding is set at $5 million annually 
which will come through allocation from the hazard-
ous fuels management program.

Statewide forest resource assessments and strategies
 i Funding was reauthorized up to $10 million annually.

Forestry in Conservation and Energy 
Programs of Farm Bill 2018
Besides specific programs related to forestry, several 
conservation (Title II) and energy (Title IX) cover 
subprograms directly and indirectly related with forests 
and forest landowners. Some of these programs are 
listed below with a short description and the notable 
changes in the funding.

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
 i This program is meant to optimize production and 
environmental benefits by assisting producers. It 
is a primary program to address multiple natural 
resource concerns including various forestry areas. 
It has now been expanded to include climate adap-
tation. Similarly, it is now required to spend 10% of 
payments on wildlife habitat contracts.

 i Annual funding raises from $1.75 billion in FY 2019 
to $2.03 billion in FY 2023.

Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP)
 i This program provides financial and technical 
assistance through agriculture land (including non-
industrial forests) and wetland easements. Private 
landowners are no longer required to equal or match 
50% of the funding by the federal government if 
those landowners contribute their own funds.

 i Funding was set to $450 million in mandatory fund-
ing annually. Previous funding varied greatly by year.

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
 i The largest land retention program offers annual 
rental payments to landowners to conserve land 
that is highly-erodible or environmentally sensitive. 
Annual payments have been reduced in general to 
make up for the increase in annual acres. Payments 
for forest thinning have been reduced from 150% of 
cost to 100% of cost.

 i CRP funding has been increased to $12 million for 
forest thinning, $50 million for transition contracts, 
and $5 million for technical assistance between 
2019 and 2023.

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)
 i This program is responsible for encouraging 
producers to address resource concerns by offering 
payments in exchange for performing conservation 
activities.

 i CSP is now a part of the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program.

Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)
 i The program is responsible for furthering conser-
vation, restoration and sustainability on a regional 
or watershed scale. The role of the RCPP has been 
expanded to include flexible delivery of conservation 
assistance, the coordination of conservation proj-
ects, and engagement with eligible producers.

 i Funding is doubled to $200 million annually. 
Agreements are now more flexible as they can now 
be longer than five years and be renewed if objec-
tives are met or exceeded.

Biobased Markets Program
 i This program promotes the purchase of biobased 
products through requiring federal agencies to 
purchase biobased products and offering voluntary 
labeling for biobased products.

 i Funding has been set at $3 million in mandatory 
funding and up to $3 million in appropriations 
annually.

Biomass Crop Assistance Program
 i This program provides payments to owners and 
operators of agricultural land and non-industrial 
forests that establish, produce, and deliver biomass 
to eligible processing plants.

 i Funding is replaced with up to $25 million annually 
in appropriations.

Programs Repealed by the 2018 Farm Bill
Prominent programs that were repealed under Forest 
and Rangeland Renewable Resources Research Act 
of 1978 and Global Climate Change Prevention Act of 
1990 include:

 i Wood Fiber Recycling Research Program.

 i Forestry Student Grant Program.

 i Biomass Energy Demonstration Program.

 i Biomass Commercial Utilization Program.

For more information specific to any afore-
mentioned programs, please visit:

 i Congressional Research Service (CRS). 2019. The 
2018 Farm Bill (P.L. 115-334): Summary and Side-
by-Side Comparison. https://crsreports.congress.
gov/product/pdf/R/R45525.

 i Agricultural Improvement Act of 2018. https://web.
archive.org/web/20190424213658/https://www.
congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/2.
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Round Two—NH’s Forests, 
Industries, Workers and Forest 
Landowners are at Risk!
By Tom Thomson, New Hampshire woodland owner and past NWOA Board of Directors.

Here we go again. The Governor vetoed HB 183 [New 
Hampshire], a bill which sought to finally implement 
the policy which last year (2018) was overwhelm-
ingly passed by a GOP-led Legislature to protect and 
support New Hampshire’s green renewable biomass 
generation. Fast forward this year, a Democratically led 
Legislature passed HB 183 by a large bipartisan vote. 
The Legislature continues to understand the bigger 
picture of how important N.H.’s 3rd largest manufac-
turing business is to our state’s economy of $1.2 Billion 
annually; unfortunately the Governor does not.

The Legislature understands that biomass energy 
generation in New Hampshire is local business. It 
provides local jobs, provides a critical tool in forest 
management, and helps our agricultural commu-
nity with its wood ash byproduct, an organic fertilizer 
to spread on their fields. Biomass generation aligns 
with state policy that seeks diversity of electricity fuel 
sources using wood, a fuel source New Hampshire has 
plenty of as we are the second most forested state in the 
country. In using this low-grade wood for energy gener-
ation, biomass benefits us all – providing public and 
private landowners a management tool for sustainable 
forestry and open lands. Good Forestry management 
benefits our state’s tourism and recreational industries. 
One example is snowmobiling which, directly and indi-
rectly, brings in over $600 million as forest landowners 
continue to open and share our forestlands and trails 
which we’ve built for forestry; 84% of our state’s 7200 
mile trail systems are on private forest lands.

So who was the Governor listening to when 
he decided to veto HB 183? My guess is it was an 
out-of-state group called the New England Ratepayers 
Association, which has been leading the charge to 
cripple our forest industry. They are a Massachusetts 
based lobbying group that doesn’t disclose its 

membership. By their actions, I would guess they 
are backed by utility interests and shareholders, but 
we will never know. They spent unknown amounts of 
money “robocalling” legislators to vote against HB 
183. What I do know is that this lobbying group, that 
is lobbying for the demise of New Hampshire’s timber 
industry, doesn’t seem the least concerned about 
recent filings by Eversource (NH’s largest Utility) for 
a $70 million increase. They didn’t even intervene in 
the case. Are they more concerned about the cost of a 
three-year bridge to help the local biomass plants and 
the forestry industry instead of a huge increase of $70 
million on ratepayer bills? I think most would agree this 
just doesn’t add up.

This is not a partisan debate – look at the votes - 
support for biomass passed in a Republican-led legis-
lature, just as it has in a Democrat–led legislature. Our 
legislators are close to their constituents and they 
understand the chaos that has ensued in the state as 
this debate continues. They know the claims about 
biomass greatly driving up electric rates are false. 
They know local logging companies are laying off 
employees and cancelling equipment orders. Forest 
landowners like myself will begin selling forestland for 
development if HB 183 fails because we can’t manage 
our land effectively without the biomass markets, 
and the plant employees continue to worry about the 
future of their livelihoods and families. They know of 
the forestry-based jobs in their districts and how hard 
people are working to keep things afloat. This veto is 
not what New Hampshire is all about – we help our 
neighbors. These are hard-working men and women 
whose work is important to our energy future, but also 
our tourism and recreation economy, while providing a 
healthy environment for our state. 

Perspective
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A WAY OF

There’s a simple way you can ensure healthy forests 
for generations to come while supporting the people 
and communities who depend on them.
Choose the Sustainable Forestry Initiative® Standard 
for your working forest. The actions we take today 
determine the future of our forests. 

Learn more at sfi program.org.   

This is why this veto makes 
no sense. Supporters of HB 183 
include three of the state’s largest 
landowner organizations, who 
each have over 100 years of 
common sense when it comes 
to managing healthy forest and 
agriculture lands through-out 
our state. They are NH Forest 
Society, NH Timberland Owners 
Association, and NH Farm 
Bureau. Many large suppliers like 
Milton Caterpillar In Londonderry, 
McDevitt Trucking in Manchester, 
and many hundreds of other 
small businesses that work to 
support and supply the biomass 
and timber industries also are 
just as concerned as I am of 
the uncertainty for the past two 
years. The Governor often talks 
about supporting local busi-
nesses. Well, in terms of a “return 
on investment,” just looking 
at what New Hampshire gains 
from a thriving biomass industry 
proves that overriding HB 183 is 
good business. We need to settle 
this debate once and for all. The 
Legislature was right last year 
when it overrode the Governor’s 
veto. It is time to do it again. 

I am encouraging anyone who 
owns timberland, makes a living 
in the timber industry, and most 
importantly, enjoys recreating on 
private timberlands to call their 
legislator today and urge them to 
override the Governor’s Veto on 
HB 183. To find your legislator go 
to, http://gencourt.state.nh.us/
house/members/default.aspx

If we fail, New Hampshire’s 
Forest Industry, the third largest 
manufacturing business may be 
headed in the same direction as 
the NH Shoe Industry did years ago 
and that would be a sad day in our 
state’s “Live Free or Die” history.
Editors note: Veto override failed by 4 
votes. 

Forestry 
Vernacular:  

Cunit
cu·nit | \’kyüə̇nt\  
plural -s

Cunit is a noun.  
It is a unit of volume that is sometimes 
used for pulpwood and is equal to  
100 cubic feet of solid wood. 



 

WHAT MAKES NATIONAL WOODLAND OWNERS UNIQUE?
• “ Made in America!,” 11 million families own half of 

the forested landscape in the U.S.

• NWOA is the only nationwide forestry organiza-
tion founded, funded and led by family woodland 
owners. By design, NWOA is independent of both 
the forest industry and government. The primary 
focus is service and education to landowners to 
promote responsible stewardship. NWOA works 
closely with industry associations and public 
agencies to provide a landowner perspective on 
markets, extension education, fair taxation, forest 
health wildfire.

• Through the Alliance (see p. 34), NWOA is also a 
nationwide federation of affiliated state landowner 

associations and councils. All of them are indepen-
dent like NWOA.

• NWOA is the only organization to ballot the Top Ten 
Family Forest Issues in the U.S., every year since 
1986. Voting is by the 42 affiliated state landowner 
associations. 

• Half of the NWOA Board of Directors is elected by 
the State Affiliates.

• NWOA is part of a Washington, D.C. network of 
forestry associations. (see below)

• NWOA is a fully tax deductible, federally recognized 
501c3 organization.

NWOA’S WASHINGTON, D.C. FORESTRY NETWORK
American Forest Foundation 
Parent organization of the Tree Farm program, the 
Forestry in the Farm bill Coalition and Project Learning 
Tree. AFF is a an important NWOA partner;

American Forests 
Founded in 1875 as the American Forestry Association 
that sponsored the first Forest Congress leading to 
the founding of the U.S. Forest Service. American 
Forests magazine carries features about the nature 
of the forest. Annual subscriptions at a special rate 
are available to NWOA members.

Cooperative Forestry Extension 
The nationwide network of forestry extension agents 
is the best source of good forestry education through 
field visits, webinars, and training sessions. Adequate 
support for these programs is NWOA’s #1 advocacy 
mission. NWOA is a co-sponsor of the annual 4H 
National Forestry Invitational. 

Hardwood Federation 
The U.S. is home to the best hardwood forests in the 
world. NWOA is a member of the Hardwood Federa-
tion, a D.C. based advocacy group.

National Association of Conservation Districts 
There are soil & water conservation districts providing 
landowner assistance in every county. NACD is their 
national association. NWOA is an active partner of 
the NACD Forestry Committee.

National Alliance of Forest Owners 
Organized a decade ago to represent the private 
investment groups that had recently acquired most 
of the timberlands sold by the forest industry, NAFO 
has a focused forest policy staff in Washington D.C. 
NWOA is a member of NAFO.

National Association of State Foresters 
NWOA works closely with all state forestry agencies. 
They are a landowner’s first line of defense from 
wildfire and declining forest health while providing 
forestry advice and market assistance. State Foresters 
are important as legislatures debate laws affecting 
woodland owners.

National Association of University Forest 
Resources Programs 
The state land-grant universities are the home to the 
state schools of forestry and the cooperative forestry 
extension faculties. Forestry education is the foun-
dation of successful family woodland stewardship. 
In partnership with NAUFRP, NWOA presents two 
annual awards, one for the Outstanding Family For-
estry Education Program, and a second award for the 
outreach project to help woodland owners. 

TOP TEN FORESTRY ISSUES, 2019
 1.  Markets: Timber, Biomass & Industry 

Viability

 2. Extension Education and Service Forestry

 3. Invasives & Forest Health

 4. Income, Estates & Property Taxes

 5.  The Right-To-Practice Forestry & 
Regulatory Creep

 6.  Stewardship Incentives: Cost Sharing & 
Tax Credits

 7. Keeping Forests as Forests

 8. Water Quality & Quantity

 9. Wildfire Management, Funding & Climate

 10. Wildlife Management 
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NWOA
.net

The National Woodland 
Owners Association:
WHO WE ARE 
AND WHAT WE DO
Organized in 1983, the National Woodland Owners Association is a 
nationwide organization of family woodland owners. Funded through 
landowner dues and donations, the group is entirely independent of 
government agencies and the forest industry, but works with both to promote 
effective legislation and open markets for a lasting Family Forest Legacy.

There are two classes of membership: 1) National Members are eligible 
for all the benefits of membership (see page 49), including all four issues 
of National Woodlands magazine. 2) Affiliate Members belong to one of 
the 42 State Landowner Associations that are State Affiliates of NWOA. 
The state associations use NWOA as a Washington DC contact and as 
a partnership to exchange information and ideas. Members of the state 
affiliates receive an annual issue of National Woodlands as a benefit of 
belonging to their state association.

The leaders of the affiliated state associations perform two important roles 
in the national association: 1) Elect half of the NWOA Board of Directors 
(by regions). 2) Select and rank the Top Ten Family Forestry Issues. 
NWOA is the only national association to use annual voting of this scale to guide forest policy advocacy 
in Washington D.C. • Access to Forest Markets • Timber and Land Taxes • Right-to-Practice Forestry • 
Forestry Extension Education have consistently been issues of greatest concern.

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP 
• Four quarterly issues of National Woodlands, 

America’s largest circulation forestry magazine. 
See page 49 for 20 good reasons to subscribe.

• Optional top rated $1 million Woodland Liability 
Insurance, only $160 for up to 500 acres. Hunt 
Club liability insurance also available.

• Effective advocacy of the Top Ten Family Forestry 
Issues in Washington, D.C. and in 48 state capitals 
though affiliated state landowner associations.

• Free subscription to Wednesday Woodland Word, 
a weekly email with landowner advice and news.

• Optional subscription to American Forests 
magazine for $10/year.

NWOA Board of Directors

Keith A. Argow 
President & Director-At-Large, 
Vienna ,VA

Dick Courter 
Chairman & Director-At-Large, 
Portland, OR

Phil Gramelspacher 
Vice Chair, Ohio Valley Region 
Jasper, IN

Linda L. Finley 
Tres. & Director, Mid-Atlantic Region 
Port Matilda, PA

Casey Meek 
Secy. & Director South Central Region 
Idabel, OK

Tamara Cushing 
Director, Northwest Region 
Corvallis, OR

Rick Hamilton 
Director, Southeast Region 
Raleigh, NC

William G. Hubbard 
Director-at-large, 
College Park, MD

Lyle Laverty 
Director, Rocky Mtn./Plains Region 
Denver, CO

Claire McAdams 
Director, Southwest Region, 
Humboldt, CA 

Alan M. Robertson, PE 
Director, New England Region 
Sheffield, VT

John (Jack) Seifert 
Director-At-Large, 
North Vernon, IN

James I. Sitts 
Director-At-Large, 
Morganton, NC, 

Joe Thomas 
Director-At-Large, 
Vanceboro, NC

VACANT 
Director, Midwest Region 
Director, Gulf South Region

Autumn 2019

Magazine of the National Woodland Owners Association

.netLANDOWNER
ASSOCIATIONS

ALLIANCE OF

AMERICAN

.net

WHAT’S INSIDE
 d Farm Bill 2018: 
Key Program Benefi ts and Changes

 d Invasives, the “slow-moving” wildfi re

 d Protecting Your Forest Investment, Part 1

 d Last chance to grab the $20 annual  
subscription rate!
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Yearly Reports from the
Northern Alliance of Landowner Associations

Can you believe 
it? Kentucky 
Woodland 
Owners 
Association 
(KWOA) is 

twenty five years old! Twenty five years 
ago Don Girton, recently retired from a 
career in government in Washington 
DC, came into the University of 
Kentucky Forestry Extension office and 
suggested that a statewide woodland 
owners association be formulated for 
Kentucky. The rest is history. Thanks to 
KWOA Board member Steve Perry 
while researching another facet of 
KWOA history that he stumbled upon 
this information from 1994. There have 
been many individuals involved in 
KWOA for these past 25 years. These 
individuals have helped in making 
history by working on issues such as 
woodland assessed values and 
enlisting new board members, as well 
as integrating new cooperators into 
our network of supporters that have 

been instrumental in keeping our 
organization current in the political and 
silvicultural needs of our woodlands. 

The 2019 KWOA/F held its annual 
meeting at the Pennnyrile Forest State 
Park, March 26-27, 2019. Clean water 
and stream/forest health were the 
key themes of the meeting. Speakers 
included Kentucky Senator Robby 
Mills, and members of the University 
of Kentucky and Kentucky Division 
of Forestry. KWOA members elected 
three new directors to the board during 
the business meeting. The KWOA 
Service Forester Award was presented 
to Ricky Harrell with the Madisonville 
Branch of Kentucky Division of 
Forestry.

A major educational initiative by 
KWOA is the 2019 Kentucky Woodland 
Owners Short Course, a series of 
three, full-day regional programs in 
the East, Central and West Kentucky 
regions of the state. These programs 
took place in July and August. The 

programs were developed to cover the 
wide array of interests for both new 
and experienced landowners.

The 2020 annual meeting will 
take place March 23-25 at Lake 
Cumberland State Resort Park and the 
theme will be recreation. The meeting 
will include the Kentucky Master 
Woodland Stewards Annual Reunion. 
Members will receive more information 
about the meeting from Billy Thomas 
with the UK Forestry Extension. 

KWOA foresees going to an elec-
tronic version of its newsletter in the 
near future. By providing an email 
address members will receive the 
newsletter as a PDF in their inboxes. 
Some advantages of receiving an 
electronic version are that photos and 
graphics will be in full color and hot 
links to further resources are only a 
click away. All issues of the newsletter 
are always available on the News and 
Publications page at www.KWOA.net.

From Doug McLaren, KWOF President, 
on the subject of the 25th anniversary of 
KWOA. Contact: info@kwoa.netx 

Indiana Forestry & Woodland Owners 
Association (IFWOA) is hosting their 
annual woodland owner conference 
November 1-2, 2019 at the Turkey 
Run Inn located in Turkey Run State 
Park in Marshall, IN. Presentations 
include an update from state forester 
John Seifert, and topics including 
estate planning, deer management, 
invasive plants, and NRCS landowner 
assistance programs. For more 
information and registration use the 
following link: https://tinyurl.com/
yyxvucrw

IFWOA advocates for the right to 
practice forestry. There have been 
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several efforts over the last year to 
prevent or limit forest management on 
public lands in Indiana. This summer 
a petition was submitted to convert 2 
state forests to state parks to restrict 
forest management. That petition 
was struck down. This fall, a legis-
lative study committee will consider 
“management options for state forest 
land.” IFWOA advocates for public 
and private forestry and shares with 
policymakers our position that science 
based forest management by natural 
resources professionals with proper 
planning and stakeholder input is an 
appropriate manner to manage our 
woodlands in order to ensure healthy 
and diverse forests.

Contact: ifwoa1@gmail.com

The mission of the Iowa Woodland 
Owners Association (IWOA) is to: 
Encourage the appreciation of the 
value of Iowa woodlands, their vital 
importance to the economy of the 
state, and to the welfare of its citizens; 
Encourage wise use and management 
of woodlands and related resources 
in Iowa; Provide educational support 
and sharing opportunities for members 
in their efforts to plant, mature, and 
harvest their trees; Promote both 
conservation of natural resources and 
the practice of sustainable forestry; 
Encourage habitat for wildlife, oppor-
tunities for woodland recreation, 
and personal enjoyment of Iowa’s 
woodlands. 

The IWOA Board meets monthly 
or bi-monthly and keeps the finances, 
membership, public outreach and 
newsletter activities up to date. The 
“TimberTalk” newsletter is presently 
published three times per year and is 
packed with information of interest to 
woodland owners. 

Forestry field days are held 
in conjunction with the Iowa State 
Forestry Extension and IWOA 
members. The 2019 Spring Field Day 
at Larry Wiley’s Farm was judged to 
be a great success. Tree Farmer of the 
Year field day will be held on October 

29, 2019 in Yarmouth, IA. The 2019 
Tri-state forestry conference has been 
postponed until March 14, 2020. Jay 
Hayek from Illinois will be heading 
up future tri-state conferences. Dr. 
Randall is now with Michigan State 
University and will assist at future 
events. Please visit the website at 
iowawoodlandowners.org for coming 
event information.

Contact: catwilkie@yahoo.com 

Members of Michigan Forests 
Association (MFA) are landowners, 
professionals and other interested 
people working to promote education 
and wise management and use of our 
forests. In addition to the publication 
of the Michigan Forests Magazine and 
the Leaves newsletter, Michigan Forest 
Association offers educational events 
and activities. 

The Policy and Position 
Statements of Michigan Forestry 
Association are posted on the website 
at michiganforest.org/policies. The 
most recent additions are:

 e Gift Acceptance Policy and 
Guidelines

 e Policy on Property Use and 
Management

The MFA was created in 1988. It 
is a 501(C)(3) non-profit organization 
and operates the Dake Memorial Fund 
used to promote the public under-
standing of the importance of Michigan 
forest resources including timber, 
wildlife, soil and water, to promote the 
need for continuous management of 
such resources, and to provide for the 
education of the general public with 
respect to the concepts of resource 
management and the importance of 
such resource management imple-
mentation in the long-term process of 
resource stewardship. 

Contact: miforest@acd.net 
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MFA hosted its 
2018 annual 
meeting in 
October 2018 
at Camp Ripley. 
The meeting 
included the 
annual Tree 

Farm Awards for the Southern, 
Central, Northwest regions and the 
state Outstanding Tree Farmer of the 
Year, Allan and Sharon Finifrock. The 
Tree Farm Inspector of the Year was 
named as well. Cultural, historical and 
forest management presenters were 
on the program on Saturday morning. 
Several tours were offered after lunch. 
The 2019 Fall Field Days and Annual 
Meeting will be held October 4-5, 
2019 at the Cloquet Forestry Center, 
University of Minnesota in Cloquet. 

Minnesota Forestry Association 
now offers the “Boots on YOUR 
Ground Program.” For payment of just 
$50, landowners can have a 2-hour 
walk on their land with a forester. The 
program is currently limited to MFA 
members statewide and, thanks to 
the Blandin Foundation, to anyone in 
Itasca County who owns 20 or more 
acres of woodland.

Contact: information@minnesotafor-
estry.org 

The Forest and Woodland Association 
of Missouri (FWAM) was founded 
in 2011 as a public advocacy voice 
to promote healthy, productive and 
sustainable forests and trees. We are 
advocates, conservationists, educators 
and woodland owners. Our member-
ship includes anyone who cares about 
the health of Missouri’s forests and 
wants to assure those lands receive 
the care and support they need. 

FWAM is also the administrator 
of the Missouri Tree Farm System. 
Many of our members are part of both 
organizations, recognizing the need 
to broaden the reach of the MTFS 
and include the greater population 

of Missouri, if we’re to truly have the 
strength of one united voice on behalf 
of the state’s woodlands.

Membership for the Forest and 
Woodland Association, Missouri 
Forestkeepers Network and Tree Farm 
is free, however voluntary sponsor-
ship is encouraged. Sponsors contrib-
uting $50 or more annually will receive 
additional discounts on FWAM and 
Tree Farm Sponsored workshop regis-
trations. As a member, you will be an 
advocate and a voice for our forests 
and the woodland creatures that thrive 
here. Membership benefits include:

 e Access to workshops, in-the-
woods field days and seminars on 
forestry-related and timber issues.

 e The opportunity to participate in 
public policy discussions related 
to forests in Missouri.

 e Timely information about import-
ant programs and news about 
federal and state legislation that 
could impact our woodlands.

Contact: fwam.trees@gmail.com 

The Wisconsin 
Woodland 
Owners 
Association 
(WWOA) is 
celebrating our 
40th Year 
Anniversary in 

2019! WWOA supports Wisconsin’s 
private woodlands and those 
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interested in the sustainable manage-
ment of Wisconsin’s forests. We are 
woodland owners from all walks of life 
who have a passion for creating 
tomorrow’s woodlands today. Whether 
you just purchased your own special 
piece of land, have owned your 
woodlands for years or hope to 
someday – we look forward to meeting 
you and invite you to spend some time 
with us learning more about your 
woods. 

Paper Receipts Preferred by Consumers
A global campaign called Choose Paper was launched 
in early October 2019 to advocate for consumer 
rights to continue receiving paper receipts and raise 
awareness of their practical benefits and sustainable 
features.

The campaign is backed by independent research 
which reveals that the majority of North American (NA) 
consumers prefer paper receipts over digital alternatives. 
The research, conducted by global polling company 
Toluna, surveyed 2,508 consumers across the US and 
Canada and found that 71% of respon-dents prefer 
paper receipts over digital alternatives and 77% in the 
US believe paper receipts are more practical for returning 
goods.

As well as consumer rights, the Choose Paper 
campaign also wants to highlight other issues at play to 
retailers and consumers – those of data protection, envi-
ronmental facts and the safety of paper receipts.

Almost three quarters (70%) of US consumers and 
two thirds (64%) of Canadian consumers surveyed said 
they were concerned that by giving retailers their personal 
information, such as email and postal addresses, they 
were at a greater risk of being hacked. Many (62% of US 
and 61% of Canadians) were also worried that their trans-
actional history may be used for unsolicited marketing 
activity.

Despite the overwhelming preference for paper 
receipts, many consumers are concerned about paper’s 
impact on the environment and underestimate the impact 
of digital receipts. For example, 56% of US and 55% 
of Canadian consumers believe that digital receipts are 
better for the environment and 49% of US and 44% of 
Canadians surveyed believe that sending emails has no 
environmental impact at all. In reality, total emissions 
generated by worldwide emails is estimated to be 300 

million tonnes of CO2 a year – equivalent to the annual 
emissions of 63 million cars. (Research by Two Sides 
North America in 2018 based on statistics by Berners-Lee, 
M., 2010; Radicati Group, 2015; EPA, 2018.)

Choose Paper advocates for the right of consumers 
to receive paper receipts by educating the public about 
their numerous benefits, sustainability and safety. If you 
would like to find out more, visit www.choosepaper.org, 
email Info@choosepaper.org

WWOA wrapped up it’s fiscal 
year at the end of June and added 
up all of the volunteer hours that 
were reported, and it was over 1,200 
hours!! We are so incredibly grateful 
for all of the AMAZING volunteers that 
WWOA has. THANK YOU to all of our 
volunteers!

Current topics important to 
WWOA include the September 
2019 annual meeting, strategies for 
storm-damaged woodlands, Forestry 

Leader Scholarship match campaign, 
Grow Your Legacy program. There 
are 13 local chapters throughout the 
state each encompassing from 2 to 8 
counties. Visit the WWOA website to 
find your local chapter and the contact 
information of each chapter chair. 
Membership at the Chapter level starts 
with joining WWOA at: https://tinyurl.
com/y9blnzgp. 

Contact: wwoa@uwsp.edu 
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NEPA Review Process Proposed Changes  
and Relationship to Woodland Owners
Signed into law in 1970, the National Environmental 
Policy Act (or NEPA for short) requires federal agencies 
to: (1) assess the environmental impact of proposed 
action before said action can be taken and (2) allow 
for public engagement throughout the review of the 
proposed action. Given the  Trump administration’s 
proposed changes to the USDA Forest Service’s imple-
mentation of NEPA review, it is important to understand 
how the NEPA review process is currently conducted.

The NEPA review process requires more analysis 
and takes longer to complete when a proposed federal 
action is found to have a significant affect (or impact) on 
the environment. Every proposed federal action begins 
at step one of the analysis, and if deemed necessary, 
must also undergo a second round of analysis, and in 
some cases, a third round of analysis.

1. The first level of NEPA analysis may result in a 
Categorical Exclusion or CE for short. Simply, a 
CE applies to a federally proposed action if the 
action does not have a significant effect on the 
environment and/or if the action is needed to 
protect public health and safety. If a proposed 
project is granted a CE, NEPA review compliance 
is satisfied at this first step of analysis, exempting 
the action from further NEPA review and speed-
ing up the timeline for completing CE projects. 
Particularly in cases of time-sensitive salvage and 
fuels reduction work, NASF is in strong support of 
granting CEs.

2. If a CE does not apply to the proposed action 
under review, the proposal then must undergo 
an Environmental Assessment (EA). An EA will 
determine whether or not the proposed action can 

cause significant impact to the environment. If 
no significant impact to the environment is likely, 
the agency will issue a “finding of no significant 
impact” and carry on with the proposed action. An 
EA can take anywhere from one to three years to 
complete.

3. If an EA finds that the proposed action will 
have a significant effect on the environment, an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) must be 
prepared. An EIS is a tool for decision making. It 
describes the positive and negative environmental 
effects of a proposed action and usually lists one 
or more alternative actions to those described in 
the EIS.

NEPA creates an important framework that decision 
makers can use to balance the effects of federal action 
on the human and natural environment. Contrary to 
popular belief, however, NEPA does not prohibit the 
federal government or its licensees/permittees from 
taking action that is deemed likely to affect the environ-
ment; it merely requires that the prospective impacts 
be understood and disclosed in advance.

With the NEPA review process, federal agencies 
provide Americans with necessary clarity and assur-
ance that federal actions are safe for the environment 
or can be sufficiently mitigated. Expanding the use of 
CEs for critically important forest management projects 
does not detract from the intent of NEPA, and in fact, 
can support a healthier, more resilient environment. 

Have questions? Contact NASF Communications 
Director Whitney Forman-Cook at wforman-cook@
stateforesters.org
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Disaster Assistance Programs Benefiting Forest Landowners

USDA Photo by Michael Stafford of Pittsburgh, PA

Disaster Assistance Programs 
Benefiting Forest Landowners
USDA offers a variety of programs and services to help 
communities, farmers, ranchers, and businesses that 
have been hard hit by Hurricanes Irma, Harvey, Maria 
and other natural disaster events. Below you will find 
a quick overview of the Emergency Forest Restoration 
Program (EFRP).

What Is The Emergency Forest 
Restoration Program?

EFRP helps the owners of non-industrial private 
forests restore forest health damaged by natural disas-
ters. The EFRP does this by authorizing payments to 
owners of private forests to restore disaster damaged 
forests. The local Farm Service Agency (FSA) County 
Committee implements EFRP for all disasters with the 
exceptions of drought and insect infestations. In the 
case of drought or an insect infestation, the national 
FSA office authorizes EFRP implementation. By 
restoring forests and forest health the EFRP works to 
protect natural resources and wildlife habitats.

Is My Forest Eligible?
The FSA County Committee inspects the damage to 
determine if forest land is eligible for EFRP. For land to 
qualify for EFRP funds, the damage from the natural 
disaster must create new conservation problems that 

if not dealt with would: (1) harm the natural resources 
on the land; and (2) significantly affect future land use. 
Only owners of nonindustrial private forests with tree 
cover existing before the natural disaster occurred are 
eligible to apply. The land must be owned by a private 
individual, group, association, corporation or other 
private legal entity that has decision making authority 
on the land and doesn’t use the land for business 
purposes.

How Does The Funding Work?
Up to 75% of the cost to implement emergency 

conservation practices can be provided, however the 
final amount is determined by the committee reviewing 
the application. The FSA County Committee is able to 
approve applications up to $50,000 while $50,000 to 
$100,000 requires state committee approval. Amounts 
over $100,000 require the approval of the national FSA 
office. Additionally, a limit on payments of $500,000 per 
person or entity per disaster applies. Owners should 
check with their local FSA office to find out about EFRP 
sign-up periods after a natural disaster has occurred.

Find your local farm service agency using this 
website: https://tinyurl.com/y99tp96o  

How do the Proposed Changes Relate to Private Forestland Owners?
NEPA has been a “double-edged sword” for wood-

land owners and the general public since its creation. In 
general, if you find government oversight and analysis 
to be wasteful of time and money, then NEPA seems 
to you to be a nuisance regulation. If you think that 
the public discourse and transparency built into the 
CE, EA, and EIS processes are democratic and offer 
protections to the public as well as landowners, then 
you might find fault with the proposed changes to the 
NEPA review process. A full NEPA review, has built into 
it, public notifications and hearings which give land-
owners and affected citizens the chance to read, hear 
and comment on all of the potential consequences of 
a management decision on any Federal land or waters. 

Example 1a: A Categorical Exclusion is declared 
for a fuels reduction harvest on a Federal forestland 
located geographically upstream from your property.  A 
CE might mean you and others never have the chance 

to consider the consequences or offer your own alter-
natives or modifications to help protect down-stream 
properties from erosion or landslides.

Example 1b: A Categorical Exclusion is declared 
for that same fuels reduction harvest described above. 
Streamlining the CE process will mean that the harvest 
will take place much sooner which is needed to reduce 
the high potential of wildfires, and take advantage of 
currently better than average wood markets in your 
region.

These two lines of thought about the same fuels 
reduction scenario are oversimplified because every 
management decision on a Federal lands is different 
and usually complex. You can make up your own mind 
about how NEPA should work. The key is that for the 
first time since 1970 we have the opportunity to try to 
make NEPA better. 
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Wabash County SWCD invasive species field day in 2018. Next field day is August 24, 2019. Presenters included 
NRCS and SWCD staff, Purdue Extension, IN Division of Forestry, and Crowe Forestry Consultants

NACD’s mission is to promote the wise and responsible use of natural 
resources for all lands by representing locally-led conservation districts and 
their associations through grassroots advocacy, education and partnerships.

Tackling the “slow-moving wildfire”
Conservation districts are helping Indiana 
woodland owners manage invasive species.
Exotic invasive species have been invading Indiana’s 
woodlands for some time. They could be described 
as a ‘slow-moving wildfire’ that is causing long-term 
economic damage and ecological devastation to our 
natural resource. 

Invasive species are alien species (plants, animals, 
insects, etc.) that often negatively impact native habi-
tats by out-competing and eventually displacing native 
species, resulting in less diversity, lower productivity, 
and degraded habitat. They also negatively affect 
property values, land productivity, wildlife habitat, and 
recreational activities. Invasive species respect no 
boundaries, therefore management must work across 
all lines of jurisdiction. And they are costly; according 
to a survey conducted by the Invasive Plant Advisory 
Committee of the Indiana Invasive Species Council in 
2012, about 116 Indiana landowners and managers 
spent over $5.7 million to combat invasive species.

Where did they come from?
Nearly 85 percent of invasive plant species were intro-
duced as landscaping stock, such as Callery/Bradford 
Pear, Asian bush honeysuckle, burning bush, oriental 
bittersweet, wintercreeper, Japanese barberry, privet, 
and Chinese maiden grass. These examples, and 
many more, are still available for sale. Fourteen percent 
of the plant species were introduced for agriculture or 
forestry/wildlife use, including autumn olive, multi flora 
rose, princess tree, and tree of heaven. 

Even though invasive species are everywhere, it 
is still worth our time and resources to manage them. 
Research indicates many more species are being 
introduced and we need to address them quickly so 
we have a chance at eradication. The cost is less for 
controlling a new species than established ones. We 
will not eradicate established species; we will only 
manage them. Managing them is important because it 
gives native ecosystems a chance and the sooner the 
management begins the more effective and cost effec-
tive it will be. (See chart next page).

Volunteers from Cooperative Invasive Species Management 
Areas (CISMA), and Soil and Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) volunteers removing Asian bush honeysuckle and other 
invasive species in Knox County, IN. March 2017.

Tackling the “slow-moving wildfire”
Tom Crowe
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Addressing the Problem
In Indiana, partnerships were formed with various 
groups, including state and federal agencies, soil and 
water conservation districts, county parks depart-
ments, The Nature Conservancy, and Purdue Extension 
to create Cooperative Invasive Species Management 
Areas (CISMAs). The Southern Indiana Cooperative 
Invasive Management (SICIM) is one of seven original 
CISMAs that were formed roughly a decade ago; like 
other CISMAs in the state, it is a group of volunteers 
that focus on invasive species management through 
education and outreach.

In 2017, SICIM created the Indiana Invasives 
Initiative (III) Project when a five-year contribution 
agreement was signed with the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS). The success of existing 
CISMAs spurred the agreement. SICIM received addi-
tional funding for the III Project from the Indiana State 
Soil Conservation Board-Clean Water Indiana grants, 
the Indiana Association of Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts, Arrowhead Resource Conservation and 
Development, The Nature Conservancy, and private 
donations. The project facilitates the development of 
local CISMAs. Due to SICIM’s willingness to take on 
this statewide project, CISMAs are being created at the 
county level so that knowledge is shared and resources 
are collated for a grassroots effort and effect. SICIM 
has the ability to pool larger resources and attract 
and influence larger public and private partnerships, 

ownerships, and legislation. The CISMAs are the local 
groups with boots on the ground, the delivery system, 
the coordinator of action plans, and a step towards 
implementing the management of invasive species. In 
many cases the CISMAs are part of or associated with 
the local conservation district.

According to Dawn Slack, III Project Coordinator, 
Indiana is trying to create a CISMA for each county 
with conservation district involvement. The initial 
seven CISMAs are guides for the new CISMAs that are 
coming together under the III Project. The early CISMAs 
that have been working diligently for years created the 
successful model. They engage at the local level and 
are led by experts. This model combined with direct 
agency collaboration, local involvement, and partner-
ships are the backbones. The CISMA model is being 
used in the III Project because they work.

 d CISMAs create partnerships to pool knowledge 
and resources to collectively combat the problem 
of invasive species spreading across the land-
scape. They engage local, regional, state, and 
national interests and land ownerships.

 d CISMAs provide education and outreach to the 
public and legislature. The majority of the public 
does not recognize the problem or realize they 
contribute to the problem by continuing to plant 
invasive species. Many invasive plant species 
were introduced for landscaping and many are still 
readily available. 
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 d CISMAs provide monitoring and early detection 
and control plans, facilitating technical and often 
financial assistance. The more people that are 
aware of the problem, the quicker the problem can 
be managed. If the plants can be detected before 
they begin to reproduce it is relatively easy to stop 
their spread. A characteristic of most invasive 
species is their ability to grow quickly and repro-
duce rapidly, thus rapidly engulfing an area. The 
sooner the invasive species ‘wildfire’ is identified 
the easier it is to put out. 

 d CISMAs and resource professionals promote and 
protect native species and the natural, fully func-
tioning ecosystems they create. Invasive species 
will not go away, they will continue to take over 
our natural areas unless we stop them. Our plans 
must be proactive; if a harvest or a disturbance 
is going to occur we must control the invasive 
species and their seed bank prior to starting the 
activity. We must facilitate the regeneration of na-
tive plant species by creating the conditions where 
they thrive, which means eliminating or significant-
ly reducing the seed bank of the invasive species. 

Currently, there are at least 18 local CISMAs in Indiana, 
14 of which are associated with local soil and water 
conservation districts (SWCDs). By 2022 the goal is to 
have at least 60 CISMAs statewide. 

Knox County SWCD formed a CISMA in 2014. By 
2016 they were able to hire Will Drews, an Invasive 
Species Specialist, with new funding provided by the 
county, and in 2018 they were successful is getting the 
first county ordinance passed in Indiana prohibiting the 
sale, trade, and import of 64 invasive plant species. 
(After years of assessment, the state of Indiana passed 
a rule prohibiting the sale of 44 invasive plant species.) 
The SWCD also created a nursery that provides native 
plants as an alternative to exotic landscape plants. 
“Education and outreach are keys to success, as they 
engage the public through field days, seminars, and 
field guides,” Drews said. The SWCD provides tech-
nical assistance, conducts landowner invasive plant 
surveys, develops management plans and coordinates 
financial assistance to implement the plans. 

Wabash County SWCD, conservation partners, and 
local citizens are in the process of starting a CISMA. 
The conservation district has been actively involved 
in combating invasive species for some time and is 
excited for a CISMA to help fight the battle. Over the 
last three years Wabash County SWCD has conducted 
numerous field days and workdays covering invasive 
species identification, invasive management strate-
gies, and NRCS technical and financial cost-share 

programs. With assistance from a Clean Water Indiana 
grant they are restoring 80 wooded acres on the 
Wabash County Farm. This restored forest will be 
a demonstration forest for educational workshops. 
Goals of the project are to educate county residents 
on the management and treatment of invasive plant 
species along with sources of educational information 
and professional assistance.

The invasive species ‘wildfire’ will never be 
completely extinguished, but it can be managed. To 
succeed, we must work across the landscape to iden-
tify the invasive species problems in our own woods. 
We must engage our neighbors, and our neighbor’s 
neighbors. We must work with our local conservation 
district or conservation agency to develop manage-
ment plans and make a positive impact.

Tom Crowe is a professional 
forester and serves as the North 
Central Region representative for 
the National Association of 
Conservation Districts (NACD) 
Forestry Resource Policy Group.

Trusted Professionals in Timberland Brokerage for Over 30 Years

WHEN THE TIME COMES  
TO SELL YOUR FOREST...

Contact the land experts to  
help you achieve maximum  
value from a broad marketplace.

Jody Strickland
Principal Broker

229-883-0505  ext. 143

www.fountainsland.com



Work with us and we’ll work 
for your grandchildren.

For today’s timberland owner, there is much to consider. Balancing short-term gains against 

long-term values is complicated. As North America’s largest manufacturer of hardwood 

veneer and plywood, Columbia Forest Products believes helping  timberland owners properly 

manage their forest is important. For this reason, we’re proud of our commitment to forest 

certification. As FSC®-certified resource managers through 

Rainforest Alliance, we support forest certification by 

promoting and rewarding responsible forest 

management for generations to come.

CFP053_National_Woodlands_Ad(7x10).indd   1 9/18/13   11:43 AM



 NATIONAL WOODLANDS      |      Autumn 201928

.netDEP A RTMENT OF AGRICUL T UR
E

FOREST SERVICE

U S

Small Steps, Important Work
By Kiersten Ahrns, Ohio DNR Division of Forestry College Intern

Jennifer Heller’s 54-acre property has been a part of her 
life since she was 5 years old. Growing up, she spent 
weekends on her family’s land in Hocking County, 
Ohio. As her parents got older, they decided to sell 
the forest property and looked for a buyer, but Jennifer 
knew she couldn’t let her land go. Her father agreed to 
give her the property, named Wildwood, on the condi-
tion that she would continue to bring her family and 
spend time there. Jennifer agreed – she wouldn’t have 
it any other way.

“There is nothing in the world like having a piece of 
land to call your own,” she says. “Sometimes I go out 
there and am worried about work, or a family member’s 
health, or politics, or whatever, and I hike my beloved 
hills and two hours later my mind is clear and my heart 
is easy.”

After acquiring Wildwood, Jennifer reached out to 
the Ohio Department of Natural Resources – Division 
of Forestry to work with forester Jason Van Houten 
to develop a management plan for her woodland. 

By the time she got her property, invasive plants had 
taken over. Multiflora roses, autumn olive, stiltgrass, 
ailanthus, and garlic mustard grew wild throughout 
the forest. She started pulling up small plants on her 
own, but needed help attacking larger species. She 
researched, networked, made phone calls, and wrote 
emails to find help. Eventually, she found Eric Hayes 
Jr., a forestry technician from Athens County Soil and 
Water Conservation District. He estimated some of the 
multiflora plants to be over 40 years old and 20 feet tall. 
Using USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service’s 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) grant 
funding, Jennifer worked with Eric to eliminate multi-
flora roses and regenerate hardwoods across the land-
scape. She continues to work on removing invasive 
plants from her land and plans to apply for additional 
EQIP funding to do so.

Jennifer has big plans for Wildwood. She hopes to 
turn a meadow into a pollinator habitat and dreams of 
her woodlands becoming a place for kids to learn about 
nature – to play outside and have fun getting lost in the 
woods. She makes sure to take plenty of pictures and 
keeps a journal about her time at Wildwood to docu-
ment the history of her land.

“ Sometimes I get discouraged by the invasives 
and think my work is for nothing, that I’m only 
affecting my little 54 acres. But then I think, it’s a 
small step, but important work,” Jennifer says. “I 
am honored to be the steward of this property. I 
think it’s important to pass along a piece of prop-
erty a little better than it was when we got it, 
even if it’s a small improvement.”

Thank you to regular contributor Laurie Schoonhoven 
for sharing Kiersten Ahrns article with the WOW 
network.

The Woman Owning Woodlands site is a joint effort of National Woodland Owners Association and the USDA Forest Service. The website 
is maintained by regional editors who volunteer their time to contribute to the site along with staff from the US Forest Service with financial 
support from the Forestry Cooperative Extension Service. National Editor: Laurie Schoonhoven, USDA Forest Service 
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McAdams Lands LP., Claire McAdams 2019 Tree Farmer of the Year
by Lois Kaufman

Claire McAdams, NWOA Board Member, 
Awarded 2019 Western Tree Farmer of the Year
by Lois Kaufman, CTFS Coordinator of CA

Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year recognizes those 
who have done an exceptional job of forest manage-
ment on their properties and an outstanding job of 
promoting sustainable forestry. Dan Cohoon, Able 
Forestry Consultants, nominated McAdams Lands LP., 
Claire McAdams for 2019. A field day tour, organized 
by Forest Landowners of California [NWOA Affiliate] 
took place on the Tree Farm on August 17th, 2019 and 
it was obvious to all who attended why this property 
was selected as the 2019 recipient. 

The participants were a varied group, Tree Farmers, 
foresters, public agency personnel and a few members 
of the general public who we always welcome. Claire 
gave a presentation on the history of the property 
and the challenges of keeping the forest intact and 
working. Photographs showing the condition of the 
project sites before implementation gave everyone a 
reference point to work from once in the field.

The first stop was an old once overgrown apple 
orchard that elk have been using a calving area. 
Completely choked with brush it had been nearly 
impossible to penetrate.  With the help and exper-
tise of the National Fish & Wildlife service the area 
was cleared and debris shredded and blown back on 
site. Apple trees that were still producing were left as 

forage. Now this area is referred to as the “elk nursery.” 
The elk seem to appreciate the variety of wildlife 
improvements throughout the property as the herd has 
increased from 15 to over 100!

Next stop was a new project Claire’s son is 
starting, an old growth redwood slab milling operation. 
He recently bought a used Peterson winch production 
frame mill to cut old growth butt logs and stumps for 
the fine woodworking market.  It was common practice 
in the early days to leave these pieces in the woods 
and not at all uncommon to find them on the property. 
Always looking to use existing infrastructure the mill is 
set up on an old concrete slab foundation that used to 
support a trailer. 

After lunch, Bob Rogers, awards chairman for the 
California Tree Farm Committee, gave a brief outline 
of the selection process for Tree Farmer of the Year. 
Dan Cohoon, nominating forester, outlined how the 
McAdams property is sustainably managed and SFC 
and ATFS third party certified. He noted that the Tree 
Farms is helping build public awareness of how small 
family forests can be economically viable and well 
managed.

Special emphasis was put on Claire’s advocacy 
work for small forest landowners through. She volun-
teers the local North Coast Women in Timber, The 
Buckeye, Forest Landowners of California, California 
Tree Farm System, California Licensed Foresters 
Association, National Woodland Owners Association, 
and the American Forest Foundation. She also 
attended the Tree Farmer Fly-in in Washington DC 
representing not only California but Texas too.  The 
family has hosted field tours for the Forestry Institute 
for Teachers, so they can more fully educate students 
throughout California. 

The final stop for the day was at the south end of 
the property to see an active pre-commercial thinning 
done under a California Forest Improvement Program. 
The redwood stand is 18 years old, overstocked and 
damaged by bear. Lively discussion revolved around 
the difficulty of acquiring depredation permits. 

It was a great day in the woods with much positive 
feedback from the participants. They went away with 
a much better understanding of the role family forest 
landowners play in sustainable forestry. 
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High quality sites usually have 
many management options for 
forest owners
By Bill Cook, Forestry Educator with Michigan State University Extension

Northern Hardwoods is the most common forest type 
in Michigan. A forest type is an association of a partic-
ular group of tree species, usually named for those that 
dominate the association. Sugar maple leads the pack 
in Northern Hardwoods, with variable mixes of red 
maple, basswood, yellow birch, hemlock, and many 
others.

High quality sites are described by certain soil 
properties, particularly soils that are nutrient-rich and 
well-drained. The retreating glaciers left us with a 
generous mix of land forms and young soil composi-
tions. Blue cohosh, leatherwood, maidenhair fern, and 
Canada lily are a few of the plants that hint at these 
higher quality sites.

The owner of a quality Northern Hardwood stand 
on good soils is, indeed, a wealthy person. I define 
wealth not merely by stacks of coin hoarded in the 
local bank, but more by the appreciation of a wide 
range of management alternatives and complex ecolo-
gies. Knowing what you have is sometimes better than 
wanting what you don’t.

To better understand “expanding gap” manage-
ment, it’s valuable to understand how it fits within 
forest science. So, let’s take a whirlwind tour.

The traditional management system to promote 
high quality sugar maple has been single-tree selec-
tion. Research on this began almost a hundred years 
ago in the Lake States, by a bunch of really smart guys. 
That legacy remains with us and it works.

This should not be confused with the crude “select 
cuts” where owners “cut the best and leave the rest”. 
Rather, single-tree selection gradually and artfully 
improves the quality of the stand of trees by removing 
the poorest trees first and balancing size classes. The 
forest responses are immensely rewarding.

Not all forest types do well with selection manage-
ment. It has been specifically designed around 
Northern Hardwoods and trees tolerant of certain 
levels of shade. Alternatively, it’s a really good way to 
ruin a perfectly good aspen stand. Differences among 
forest types should not come as a surprise.

In recent decades, there have been some monkey 
wrenches thrown at single-tree selection.

Foresters have noticed an increasing domination 
by sugar maple, at the expense of other tree species 
that “ought” to be growing amid the palmate-leaved 
jungle. Single-tree selection intentionally promotes this 
“maple-ization”. Might single-tree selection work too 
well, at the expense of diversity?

Second, deer populations have increased across 
large regions of the Lake States to the point where 
deer prevent sugar maple (and other tree species) 
from becoming a new forest. This concerns foresters 
deeply. Yet, the love of deer has ingrained socio-cul-
tural roots among many people with deep pockets.

Third, the changing climate and ever-more number 
of exotic species are changing the ecological rules 
of the Northern Hardwoods game. American beech 
is a poster-child example. Once a mainstay of many 
Northern Hardwood stands, exotic pathogens are 
driving beech into forest obscurity, as with so many 
other native North American tree species. These losses 
are disheartening.

Mesic northern hardwoods in northern Wisconsin.  
Photo by Steven Katovich, Forestry Imeages #1484005

High quality sites usually have many management options for forest 
owners
By Bill Cook
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So, foresters began 
scratching their heads and 
re-evaluating how to re-direct 
the natural processes that  
drive Northern Hardwood 
ecology.

Single-tree selection was  
actually pretty close to 
how Mother Nature applied 
her hand. However, some 
foresters figured that some 
of those holes in the forest 
canopy, that shone more 
light to the forest floor, that 
allowed knee-high trees to 
vigorously compete for that 
space, could be a bit larger.

Could the addition of 
larger gaps better enhance 
natural processes? What would happen if those larger 
gaps were built around species other than sugar 
maple? Would species like yellow birch and white 
pine have a competitive edge over the sugar maple? 
Or, would these richly regenerating gaps simply 
be garden salads for the voracious deer? Maybe 
the outcome would be nothing but brambles and 
Pennsylvania sedge? The results, so far, have been 
mixed. No surprise there, either.

A twist on this “gap selection” scenario is 
“expanding gap” management. Larger gaps, maybe 
a half-acre, or as much as an acre or two, in size 
were scattered throughout the Northern Hardwoods. 
In another decade, or so, return to these gaps and 
harvest rings around them, kind of like a donuts, 
maybe as wide as a hundred feet. Keep doing this 
until the gaps merge and the entire forest has been 
regenerated to conditions with different ages and 
physical structures.

Will the larger, more open, areas be able to move 
enough trees beyond deer browse heights to grow a 
new forest? What if lots of cut tops were left on-site 
as a physical barrier to deer? Will the tops last long 
enough for new trees to out-grow the deer? 

Again, mixed results and with the jury still 
duking-out the verdict. The U.P. Land Conservancy 
has been watching progress on one of their working 
forests since 2008.

To better address this deer and forest regeneration 
quagmire, the Michigan DNR and MSU have recently 

emplaced a monster study in the northern Lower 
Peninsula and across the entire Upper Peninsula. 
There are 140, 30-acres sites (over 4000 acres) with 
a mix of treatments to help figure-out how Northern 
Hardwoods might be managed in the face of high 
deer densities. It’s an aggressive ten-year research 
project that might easily last longer. There are some 
very clever people guiding this huge freighter, and the 
holds are filling with volumes of data.

One might ask, why not simply use the do-nothin-
and-let-nature-take-its-course scenario? We know that’s 
not working across much of the Lake States. These 
forests are not regenerating. Tree diversity is decreasing. 
Neither the current forest compositions nor the high deer 
populations are “natural”. Both are human-caused after 
a 150 years of landscape occupation. Management can 
reset this compass, to a certain degree.

There are two species that can affect the long-
term trajectories of forest ecology; human beings and 
white-tailed deer. Only humans can make a choice for a 
better future. Deer can only eat their way into oblivion.

The exploitative logging and rampant wildfires 
of a hundred years ago have left us with the forests 
that we have today, in which foresters have worked 
to manage in order to provide as many products and 
services as possible. Forest management can restore 
some of the forest characteristics lost during the 
Paul Bunyan years and, maybe, compensate for the 
damage that deer impart.

Our grandchildren, or great-grandchildren, will be 
the heirs of our decisions, or lack of decision.

White-tailed deer can cause “maple-ization”.  Photo by Ryan Pennesi, US Forest Service 
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Wood Waste Put to Work

Non-merchantable, or low value, wood waste such 
as this can be converted into biochar. USDA Forest 
Service photo by Deborah Page-Dumroese.

Biochar, or wood waste, is a porous carbon substance 
that results from burning wood in the absence of 
oxygen. It is typically created when burning chunks 
of wood are covered by ash, soil or a lid, which insu-
lates the coals and starves them of oxygen. This fire 
remnant provides a valuable addition to soil for agricul-
ture and gardening purposes as well as contributing to 
overall forest health.

When added to soil, biochar increases soil carbon 
and can restore the soil’s pH balance. Soil with a high 
carbon content is teeming with life and rich in nutri-
ents, requires less fertilizer and produces healthier 
food. Carbon-rich soil also absorbs and retains water 
more efficiently, which helps farmers reduce the effects 
of floods and drought.

“One thing to keep in mind is that biochar does not 
add nutrients to the soil, but it can help retain them,” 
said Forest Service research soil scientist Deborah 
Page-Dumroese. “Biochar is 80 percent carbon, 
and that’s the big-ticket item. Adding biochar to soil 
increases soil’s water-holding capacity, which leads to 

less runoff and leaching, better infiltration, higher water 
quality and better downstream water flow because 
more moisture is retained in the soil.”

Biochar pellets are easy to transport and 
spread. USDA Forest Service photo by Deborah 
Page-Dumroese.

Biochar also helps restore soil that has been 
damaged by fire or human activity. Biochar can be 
easily made in well-constructed slash piles and be used 
on-site to restore soil organic matter. In places where 
this method is used, biochar has extended vegetation 
growth by nearly a month, resulting in reduced fire risk.
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Despite its usefulness, biochar is difficult to 
produce in large quantities for agricultural, forestry 
or commercial use. With healthy forests in mind, the 
USDA Forest Service Rocky Mountain Research 
Station and Air Burners, Inc. teamed up to optimize 
biochar production for the marketplace. The company 
has partnered with the Forest Service through a coop-
erative agreement to help find a solution to this market 
problem. The company’s commercial fireboxes, used 
for processing wood and vegetative waste, are being 
modified to produce high-quality biochar.

“We’re using non-merchantable forest residues to 
create biochar,” said Page-Dumroese. “We’ve been 
testing a forest-to-farm concept in Oregon, where 
low-value woody biomass, a byproduct of harvest 
operations, is uniform and abundant. It makes sense 
that we match the pace and scale of harvest opera-
tions to that of biochar production.” Using the Air 

Burner (and other) production technologies, the Forest 
Service can help deliver biochar to unirrigated agri-
cultural production markets to extend the economic, 
social and ecological benefits of our forest restoration 
efforts.

Biochar is a porous carbon substance that helps 
increase the water-holding capacity of soil. USDA 
Forest Service photo by Deborah Page-Dumroese.

Applying biochar can even reduce invasive species 
growth and help native species expand their range. 
Since many invasive species prefer a nitrogen-rich 
environment, biochar can reduce invasive species 
by tying up nitrogen in many soil types. Biochar has 
also been successfully used in western forests during 
removal of old roads to restore them to a natural condi-
tion and to restore soils after thinning, among other 
applications.

No Wasted Wood!
Urban wood utilization has occurred for many years, 
but ramped up to a much larger scale with the infesta-
tion of the emerald ash borer. The emerald ash borer 
is an Asian beetle whose larvae feed on the inner bark 
of ash trees, cutting off the trees’ ability to send water 
and nutrients from roots to canopy. It was first discov-
ered near Detroit, Michigan in the summer of 2002. 
Since then, the emerald ash borer has spread to kill 
hundreds of millions of trees in North America, costing 
municipalities, property owners, and forest products 
industries the same, if not more, in dollars.

Michigan was hit hard by the EAB infestation, 
leading to a mass removal of ash trees in an attempt 
to stop the spread. Normal procedure would be to 
remove the tree and send it to the wood chipper or 
chop it into firewood. But while emerald ash borers 
attack the inner bark, the interior of the tree, from 
which lumber is processed, remains untouched. Inside 
is a perfectly wonderful tree that a growing group of 
people felt shouldn’t go to waste.

Full Circle
In the years that followed, U.S. Forest Service 

funding helped to launch local networks, demonstra-
tion projects, and educational programs to get industry 
members connected and customers interested in 

urban wood as a response to EAB and beyond. In 
2014, Illinois, Michigan, Missouri, and Wisconsin 
received funding support for Bringing Urban Forestry 
Full Circle: Localized Approaches for Capturing Value 
and Enhancing Public Benefits of Urban Forests. 
Funding is from the USDA Forest Service Northeastern 
Area, State and Private Forestry Landscape Scale 
Restoration Grant Program. In this project, existing 
efforts in these four states formed the Urban Wood 
Network to:

 d Build regional and national awareness of the urban 
wood market by bringing together urban wood 
efforts in the four partner states and beyond, pro-
viding leadership and sharing information.

 d Strengthen the urban wood supply chain within 
Illinois, Michigan, Missouri, and Wisconsin with 
the goal of increasing the amount of urban wood 
that can be reclaimed, processed, and sold.

 d Build a common understanding, language, com-
mitment, and eventually, brand for the urban wood 
marketplace.

How to get involved: http://urbanwoodnetwork.org
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Highlights from the National Walnut Council
By Ken Bevis

Highlights from the 
National Walnut Council

Walnut Council Celebrating 50 Years
Walnut Council was established in 1970 and is cele-
brating 50 years in 2020. In 1970 there were industry 
fears of a grave shortage of walnut due to the high 
levels of production and relative lack of walnut on the 
landscape. The Walnut Council started after an initial 
meeting with concerned industry leaders in Indianapolis 
in 1970. Bob Burke, retired forester from Indiana, is the 
only attendee of that meeting who has remained active 
on the board and in the Walnut Council for the entire 
50 years.

Not long after, the US Forest Service opened a 
research unit in Carbondale, Illinois on the Southern 
Illinois University campus to study walnut growth 
and management and help ensure a future supply of 
walnut. The 2020 national meeting will be held July 
26-29 at the SIU campus to commemorate and recog-
nize the walnut research that has taken place over the 
last 50 years.

2019 Annual Meeting Held In Kansas
In June, 158 people from multiple states with an interest 
in forestry came to Mayetta, Kansas for the national 
Walnut Council meeting, Walnuts in Indian Country.  
Field tours ventured to two riparian forest buffer sites 
on the Kickapoo Reservation and to Copperhead Hill 

Ranch for a variety of discussions and demonstra-
tions from assessing timber to birds of the forest, 
agroforestry to stream processes, plant identification 
to drones, wildlife to pruning, and many more.  Indoor 
sessions included women owning woodlands, lumber 
vs. nut production, ticks and diseases, Potawatomi and 
Kansas histories, and effects of fire from speakers Dr. 
Bill Reid, Kansas State University (retired), Dr. Tamara 
Walkingstick, Arkansas Extension (retired) and Dan 
Dey of the US Forest Service , among others.  The staff 
and volunteers of the host committee, from the Kansas 
Walnut Council, Kansas Forests Association, Kansas 
State University, and Kansas Forest Service created an 
unforgettable program that was well coordinated.

To learn more about the Walnut Council, including 
local field days or information on growing walnut, 
see www.walnutcouncil.org.

The Walnut Council is a science-based organization 
that encourages research, discussion, and applica-
tion of knowledge about growing hardwood trees. 
This international association represents nearly 
900 woodland owners, foresters, forest scientists, 
and wood-producing industry representatives. We 
promote sustainable forest management, conserva-
tion, reforestation, and utilization of American black 
walnut (Juglans nigra) and other fine hardwoods.

How to assess black walnut and grading saw logs was demonstrated by Danny Barrow & Associates. Attendees were able  
to see the qualities and potential flaws of several examples of lumber logs from the eyes of logging professionals.  
Photo credit: Shane Neel, Kansas Forest Service
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Deer Management for Forest  
Landowners and Managers
Edited by David S. deCalesta and Michael C. Eckley

This is the first and only book written for those who 
manage deer and deer impact on forestlands. It covers 
the what, why, how, where, when, by whom, how much 
and for how long details of deer management on forest-
lands. The book integrates the science of deer biology 
with human dimension factors of values and culture.

The book describes deer management at the 
actual level of management – the individual forested 
property, whether a small woodlot of perhaps 20 acres 
or a larger commercial forest operation, state park or 
national forest encompassing hundreds to thousands 
of acres.

These forestlands are where negative deer 
impact affects natural resources goals and are where 
managers integrate all aspects of deer management: 
hunting, management to counter deer impact, habitat 
manipulation, maintenance of access roads used by 
hunters, and human dimension factors such as culture 
and values of hunters and other stakeholders.

The key component of managing deer impacts on 
forest resources, adaptive management, is described 
and illustrated by nine case histories spanning a wide 
range of size, ownership, and natural resource goals.

Kip Adams, QDMA 
Conservation Director, 
said of the book “If 
you’re a forest landowner 
serious about managing 
your deer and woods 
then this book is for you”. 
Ralph Nyland, retired 
Silviculture Professor from SUNY-ESF, wrote “…does 
a nice job in presenting…the need to combine scien-
tific understanding with political/social demands (the 
human dimension) when finding and working toward 
solutions to address natural resources challenges. It 
makes clear that political pressures rather than scien-
tific fact often profoundly influence natural resource 
decisions, particularly by administrators of local, state, 
and national agencies. …The argument for a holistic 
and integrative approach to bring the deer herd and 
habitat into a sustainable balance makes sense as a 
long-term approach for forest landowners and their 
managers.”

Published May 2019, CRC Press, 422 pages,  
40 chapters, 96 illustrations/charts/tables.  
www.deer-management-book.com.

Environmental Education Programs: 
Oh Deer!, Educating Future Woodland Owners
The Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies, through 
its Project Wild educational program, created a lesson 
plan designed to engage middle and high school 
students. Students simulate population dynamics of 
moose, elk, caribou and deer and limiting factors of 
water, food, space, and shelter, which are represented 
by name cards. “Deer” who are unable to find a match 
for their limiting factor do not survive the round, and 
instead becoming limiting factors. The data is collected 
and graphed, so students can see how population 
dynamics are cyclical and dependent on the availability 
of limiting factors; water, food and shelter. The class-
room activity involves a game scenario, with score 
keeping, and analysis of deep populations as they rise 
and fall over time. When completed, the students are 
asked to identify the limiting factors that influenced the 
deer populations from one round to another. 

An even more kinetic version of the game is used 
with slightly younger students, perhaps 5th to 7th 
grade. The kids take on roles as deer in need of one 
of the three limiting factors, or specifically one of the 
limiting factors of water, shelter or food. The game 
works more like a treasure hunt in that the students 
have to wander among one another to link the deer 
with its corresponding limiting factor. In this approach, 
the leader/teacher keep score at the end of each round, 
rather than the students doing so. 

Access the lesson plans, game cards, and short 
YouTube videos that kids can watch to learn about 
whitetailed deer and the concept of population 
dynamics from this web page: https://tinyurl.com/
y6n84x5n

Environmental Education Programs: Educating Future Woodland 
Owners and Voters
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Protecting Your Forest Investment: Part 1 of a 5-Part Series

PROTECTING YOUR FOREST INVESTMENT
PART 1 OF A 5-PART SERIES

Welcome to our 5-part series on Protecting Your Forest Investment. Each quarter of National 
Woodlands, Autumn 2019 through Winter 2021, we will provide information that forest land-
owners can use to better ensure the economic value of their woodlands. Whether you are looking 
into selling timber, buying forest land, using conservation easements, or estate planning, there are 
some basic and essential principles and processes you need to understand - even if you have a 
competent consultant at your side.

Understanding Your Timber Tax Basis
If there were an “alphabet” associated with forest management, then the word “Basis” would be the first letter 
of that alphabet. National Woodlands magazine cover the concept of Basis and how to derive it in two articles 
which ran in the Spring and Summer issues.

If you are not an annual subscriber to National 
Woodlands, and did not receive either the Spring 
or the Summer issues, just send us an email and 
request the Basis articles: nwoamag@gmail.com

Before Selling Timber
Barry Stafford, Florida Forest Service’s Jackson 
County Forester 

1. Seek advice from a professional forester

2. What are your management goals?

3. What are the tax advantages/disadvantages of 
selling timber?

4. Receive quotes from several timber buyers to get 
the best price

5. Know your property boundaries.

6. Before you sell, know your product(s): pulpwood, 
chip-n-saw, saw-timber, poles, etc.

7. Have a signed, written contract

8. If you have limited experience in the timber busi-
ness, your County Forester can be an extremely 
valuable resource.  Don’t throw away years of 
investment based on a verbal deal with a stranger. 
They may have all of the equipment and expertise, 
but seek out professional help to make sure you 
have been given a fair quote, and have a legally 
binding agreement with a bonded company be-
fore the trees are cut.

Timber Bid Ethics
David Mercker, PhD., University of Tennessee 
Extension Forester
Note: the following is only a guide and should not replace 
legal advice.

Extension Foresters often give educational programs 
addressing the advantages of sealed bid timber 
sales. In most cases, and to maximize income, sealed 
bidding is preferred over a direct sale. Exceptions 
exist, particularly when the sale is a pulpwood thinning 
or the quality of trees offered is so poor that sufficient 
interest among potential bidders would be lacking. 

Rarely is the subject of bid ethics addressed, 
specifically ethics that should be followed during and 
immediately following a timber bid opening. Sealed 
bids, as opposed to an auction bid, is the method 
discussed here. Sealed bids are normally provided in 
an envelope the day of or in advance of a predeter-
mined sale time. Bids can be taken in person or over 
the phone/fax/electronic. With the latter three, the 
reputation of the bidders should be known in advance. 
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Tax news you can use

Timber and Taxes
NWOA

.net

Determining Your Basis

Part 1 in a Series

In part one of our series on Determining Your Basis you will learn about the term “basis” and its 

importance to every woodland owner. We begin with the “basics of basis” that most folks need. 

Look for Part Two in the Summer issue of National Woodlands magazine. Can’t wait that long? 

Request a free copy of the entire article by sending us an email to nwoamag@gmail.com and we 

will either email it to you, or drop it in US Mail if you provide a mailing address.

What is my basis, why does it matter?

The original basis of property is usually its cost, along 

with any acquisition cost associated with the property. 

The cost is the amount you pay in cash, fees, commis-

sions, stamp taxes, debt obligations, or in other prop-

erty associated with owning it fully. Basis has many 

places it can be split: land basis, timber basis and the 

basis in improvements like structures

For most timberland owners TIMBER basis is the 

only basis type that receives attention. Why? Because 

the basis is used to reduce taxable gain. Basis records 

the existing costs in the timber or property so that when 

it is disposed of only the net gain will be taxable. We 

calculate timber basis removed via the depletion unit.  

When cutting a portion of a large tract or thinning portions 

of a stand it’s the timber basis that is being depleted. To 

calculate it properly we often spread it across the timber 

harvest amount by the unit or acre.  Basis is needed to 

determine the taxable gain (loss) when you sell timber 

on the stump, cut timber, or dispose of it involuntarily, 

such as by a casualty, theft, or condemnation.

How is basis determined?

At its simplest basis is calculated by adding all appro-

priate costs. There are differing methods to determine 

basis. The IRS favored method is a proportional split 

of total property fair market value comprised of the fair 

market values of each asset (land, timber, and improve-

ments). The fair market value (FMV) of an asset is the 

selling price of the asset if it were to change hands 

between a willing buyer and seller, neither being under 

any compulsion to buy or sell, and both having reason-

able knowledge of all the relevant facts. The best indi-

cator of the fair market value of an asset would be 

sales of similar (comparable) property on or about the 

valuation date.

Simple Example:

Fortune has smiled at you. You have found a 20-acre 

paradise worth $120,000 but landowners were in a “ 

must sell bind” and you were able to acquire it with 

finder’s fee, lawyer, closing costs, etc. for $100,000. 

When property was appraised before your purchase, 

the land, timber and improvement accounts were all 

equal amounts of $40,000 each. You need to assign 

your basis on the new property, here’s how:

ASSET
2019
Appraisal 
Value
(pre-sale)

Previous- 
Owner’s

FMV

Proportion 
of FMV

Original 
Cost Basis

2019
(Post-sale)

Barn 
(improvements)

$40,000 $40,000 .333 $33,333

Timber $ 40,000 $40,000 .333 $33,333

Land
$40,000 $ 40,000 .333 $33,334

TOTAL
$120, 000 1.000 $100,000

You now have a basis in three asset or capital accounts 

that total $100,000- based on acquisition price and 

apportioning basis by asset.

The procedure to allocate the available basis 

between assets is the same no matter “when” the 

property was acquired, however, the total basis avail-

able for allocation will depend on “how” the property 

was acquired. You cannot determine your basis in 

some assets by cost or FMV alone.

Purchased Assets

If a capital asset is purchased or funds are expended 

for its establishment, the original basis is its acquisi-

tion or establishment cost. The total purchase price, 

including any extra expenses incurred in obtaining 

title to the property, is allocated between the assets 

purchased.
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Tax news you can useTimber and Taxes

NWOA
.net

Basis: When It Gets Complicated
Part 2 in our 2-Part Series

In part one of our two-part series on Determining Your Basis we introduced the readers to the 

term “basis” and how to determine it in routine land acquisitions such as purchase, inheritance, 

and gifting. Part two focuses on the Receipt of land from an exchange and alternative methods of 

determining basis. To receive the entire article in one document my email, please send a message 

to nwoamag@gmail.com with your request.Assets Received as Part of an Exchange
Taxable Exchanges: A taxable exchange is one in 

which the gain is taxable, or the loss is deductible. If 

you receive property in exchange for other property in 

a taxable exchange, the basis of property you received 

is usually its FMV at the time of exchange.
Involuntary Exchanges: If you acquire property as a 

result of an involuntary exchange, such as a casualty, 

theft, or condemnation, you may figure the basis of the 

replacement property you acquire using the basis of 

the property you exchanged.Similar or related property: If you receive property 

that is similar or related in service or use to the prop-

erty exchanged, the new property’s basis is the old 

property’s basis on the date of the exchange with the 

following adjustments:
Decreased by:a.  Any loss recognized on the exchange, andb.º  Any money received that was not spent on similar property.

Increased by:a.  Any gain recognized on the exchange, and
b.  Any cost of acquiring replace-ment property.

Non similar or related property: If you receive money 

or other property that is not similar or related in service 

or use to the old property, and you buy new property 

that is similar or related in service or use to the old 

property, the basis of the new property is the cost of 

the new property, decreased by the amount of gain 

that is not recognized on the exchange.Allocating the basis: If you buy more than one piece 

of replacement property, allocate your basis among 

the properties based on their respective costs.
Nontaxable Exchanges: A nontaxable exchange is 

an exchange in which any gain is not taxed and any 

loss cannot be deducted. If you receive property in a 

nontaxable exchange, its basis is usually the same as 

the basis of the property you exchanged.
Like-Kind Exchanges: The exchange of property for 

the same kind of property is the most common type of 

nontaxable exchange. To qualify as a like-kind exchange, 

both the property you exchange and the property you 

receive must be held by you for business or investment 

purposes. There must be an exchange of like property. 

The basis of the property you receive is the same as the 

basis of the property you gave up. For additional infor-

mation see IRS Publication 544, Like-Kind Exchanges.
ASSET 2019 Appraisal Value  

(pre-exchange)

Previous- Owner’s 
BASIS

New Owner’s Basis 2019  (Post-exchange)

Timber $20,000
$10,000 $20,000

Land $30,000
$20,000 $30,000

TOTAL
$30,000 $50,000

Exchange expenses: Exchange expenses are gener-

ally the closing costs that you pay. They include such 

items as attorney fees, deed preparation fees, etc. Add 

them to the basis of the like-kind received. If you trade 

property in a nontaxable exchange and pay money, the 

basis of the property received is the basis of the prop-

erty exchanged increased by the money paid.
ASSET: New Owner’s Basis with $2000 closing costs 

2019 (Post-exchange)Timber: $20,000 + $800 closing costs= $20,400
Land: $30,000 + $1200 closing costs= $31,200
TOTAL: $52,000
Special Rules for Related Persons: If a like-kind 

exchange is made directly or indirectly between 

related persons and either party disposes of the prop-

erty within 2 years after the exchange, the exchange is 
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Bids should be kept confidential until the time of bid 
opening. Some additional considerations include 
(Reynolds 2005):

 d Bidders should be provided the results of the bids 
the day of the bid opening;

 d Acceptance or refusal of the bids should occur 
within three days (preferably on day one);

 d No additional bids should be received, accepted, 
negotiated (or even entertained) after the set bid 
time unless all the bids have first been rejected;

 d Normally, the timber is sold to the highest bidder 
(assuming at least one bid reaches or exceeds 
the minimal acceptable price as provided by the 
forester).

Occasionally the offers do not reach the preset 
minimum acceptable bid. Ethics can become clouded 
when this occurs, so after rejection of all bids, the 
minimum acceptable bid is then offered to the highest 
bidder. If they decline, then the opportunity is extended 
to the next highest bidder and so-on until a bidder 
accepts. If this fails, then the seller is able to offer the 
timber to anyone outside the current set of bidders. 
This could also mean that the timber is overpriced and 
a reevaluation is needed.

As a final note, it is not good practice to leverage 
one bid against another. In other words, peddling 
offers to see who is willing to pay the most compro-
mises integrity in the process and bidders are likely to 
do future business elsewhere.

UTExtension’s Landowners Guide to 
Timber Sale Contracts

Landowner’s Guide  
to Timber Sale Contracts

PB 1607

While every state in 
the US has specific 
codes and regulations 
pertaining to the 
legalities and finances 
relating to contracts 
and selling timber, we 
offer the following link 
to the University of 
Tennessee Extension 
publication which is 

useful to landowners, no matter where the are: 
https://tinyurl.com/y6fkt9uo
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Forest 
Stewardship 
makes a 
Difference
A recent study led by Nature 
Conservancy scientists published 
in the journal Science Advances, 
found that with improved land 
stewardship practices aimed 
at addressing climate change, 
U.S. forests, grasslands, farms 
and wetlands could absorb the 
equivalent of 21 percent of the 
nation’s current greenhouse gas 
emissions — higher than previous 
estimates.
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Understanding  
Carbon Offset Credits
To understand forest carbon markets, one needs to 
know how CO2 is measured and traded. The stan-
dardized carbon unit is “metric tons of carbon-dioxide 
equivalent” often written as MtCO2e, or an “offset”. 
CO2 is one of the most common GHGs in the atmo-
sphere contributing to global warming. All other gases 
are compared to CO2 for simplicity. Therefore, the CO2 
equivalent has become the standard unit for describing 
different greenhouse gases. The US Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) defines it as the number of 
metric tons of CO2 emissions with the same global 
warming potential as one metric ton of another green-
house gas. As an example, methane has a warming 
potential 25 times greater than CO2, which implies that 
1 ton of methane is equivalent to 25 tons of CO2. A key 
component of carbon markets is the ability of regula-
tors, buyers, brokers, and sellers to have a commodity 
that is measurable, quantifiable, verifiable, and track-
able. Currently, sellers of forest carbon are large forest-
land owners looking to diversify their forest-based 
revenue streams.

Forest Carbon Project Types
Currently, there are three different project types that 
are eligible to produce carbon offsets; afforestation or 
reforestation, avoided conversion, and improved forest 
management (IFM) (Table 1). IFM projects are the most 
common compliance offsets traded in California’s cap 
and trade program. Project developers must be able to 
show that their forests are sequestering more carbon 
than a ‘business-as-usual’ scenario across the three 
forest project types (Yankel 2014). Each forest project 
has different costs and benefits, and approaches of 
carbon accounting; understanding which one is right 
for your property is the first step in the exploratory 
process. (See Table 1.)

Every carbon offset project must meet certain require-
ments, which are presented in Table 2. Eligible projects 
must sequester additional carbon than in a “business 
as usual” scenario. Similarly, the project must have 
a long-term commitment, up to 100 years, and must 
demonstrate that it doesn’t facilitate any GHG emis-
sions outside of the project area. (See Table 2.)

Carbon Marketplaces
There are two distinct types of carbon markets; volun-
tary and regulatory markets.

Voluntary markets exist where companies or 
individuals buy carbon credits for purely a voluntary 
reason. Many companies voluntarily purchase carbon 
credits to demonstrate their commitment to protecting 
the environment and to demonstrate corporate social 
responsibility. Voluntary carbon markets, which 
emerged in the late 2000s, traded roughly 63.4 MtCO2e 
worth $191.3 million in 2016 (Hamrick and Grant 2017). 
Carbon offset prices in the voluntary market, globally, 
span a wide range: in the first quarter of 2018, prices 
ranged from $0.1/MtCO2e to $70/MtCO2e with an 
average price of $3/MtCO2e. Forestry and land use 
projects are one of the larger voluntary carbon project 
categories (Hamrick and Grant 2018). Unlike compli-
ance markets, there is a wide range of factors that 
influence the price of carbon credits, including type 
and location of project, additional project benefits, 
marketing, and others.

Several factors could drive the future growth 
of voluntary markets. The rise of new global agree-
ments like the Carbon Offset and Reduction Scheme 
for International Aviation may increase the demand 
for carbon credits in voluntary markets (Lampert and 
Bryan 2017). Also, if the number of compliance markets 
decreases, this may drive demand toward voluntary 
markets. However, the resulting uncertainty and vola-
tility in voluntary markets, globally, could lead many 
project developers to focus on compliance markets for 
their more stable market conditions.

Voluntary markets are dominated by buyers who 
aim to meet some internal sustainability claim or carbon 
goal, rather than a regulatory requirement. Carbon 
offset credits sold on the voluntary market, gener-
ally, follow more flexible accounting and measurement 
guidelines than those on the regulatory or compliance 
market.

Compliance markets exist globally including in 
the United States. Carbon credit prices determine the 
viability of carbon offset projects, among other things. 

Understanding Carbon Offset Credits
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Generally, prices in compliance markets remain more 
stable. The recent carbon offset settle prices from the 
California Cap-and-Trade Program averaged about 
$14/offset (californiacarbon.info). Compliance markets 
arise when laws or regulations are enacted that limit 
or cap the quantity of GHG emissions people and 
firms can emit. Cap-and-trade programs are a good 
example of compliance carbon markets. The emitters 
can either reduce GHGs emissions to the atmosphere 
or buy carbon credits from sellers who are seques-
tering GHGs from the atmosphere.

California’s Cap-and-Trade Program
In 2013, California launched its cap-and-trade program 
creating the market infrastructure needed to bring 
buyers and sellers of compliance carbon offset credits 
together. California’s cap-and-trade program is the 
first multi-sector program created in North America. 

California, as the first mover in creating a marketplace 
for carbon offsets and the large size of its economy, 
provides the best opportunity for forestland owners to 
connect with a compliance market.

Under California’s cap-and-trade program, there 
are strict project development protocols and stan-
dards for each project type. Some of the project eligi-
bility requirements administered by the California Air 
and Resource Board (ARB) include:

 d ARB offset projects are generally only allowed on 
private forestland.

 d ARB requires that owners have a long-term man-
agement plan that demonstrates harvest levels 
can be sustained over time and that is certified by 
the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), Sustainable 
Forestry Initiative (SFI) or the American Tree Farm 
System (ATFS).

Table 1. Types of forest carbon offset projects

Project Types Description

Afforestation/
Reforestation®

• Projects involve restoring tree cover to previously non-forested land.

• Afforestation projects have high costs because they generally require significant planting 
and maintaining trees.

Avoided Conversion 
(AC)

• Preventing the conversion of forested land to non-forested land.

• AC project developers must demonstrate that the forested land is under significant threat 
of conversion for an AC project to be viable.

Improved Forest 
Management (IFM)

• Projects involve land management activities that increase or at a minimum maintain the 
current level of carbon stocking.

Table 2. Key eligibility requirements for each carbon offset project

Key Attributes of 
Forest Carbon 
Projects

Descriptions

Additionality • Additionality requires the forest project sequester more carbon than in a ‘business as 
usual’ scenario.

• Project must demonstrate that the carbon sequestration would not have happened 
without the development of the specific offset project.

Permanence • Permanence requires that GHG removal enhancements be maintained for up to 100 years.

• To demonstrate permanence each project must undergo a third-party verification of 
inventory reports and a site visit every six years during the life of the project (~25 years).

Non-leakage • Leakage from carbon projects happens when GHG reductions in one area results in an 
unintended increase in GHG emissions in another location.

• Project operators must demonstrate their project does not cause excessive leakage, 
essentially wiping out the increases in GHG removal from their project.

• Leakage is of biggest concern on afforestation projects where cropland is being 
converted back to forests.
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 d ARB also requires that forests be managed for na-
tive vegetation, with projects consisting of at least 
95% native species based on carbon stocking 
levels.

 d Three key attributes that every project must 
demonstrate are additionally, permanence, and 
non-leakage (Germany, 2010)

Landowners from all across the country have partic-
ipated in the Califorian’s carbon compliance market. 
Several carbon projects from Eastern states like 
Virginia, West Virginia, Maine, North Carolina have 
been awarded forest offsets in the California market 
(Jenkins, 2018). A number of small-scale Blue Source 
AC projects from North Carolina have been registered 
in ARB.

Carbon Credit Registries
Carbon offset projects and their eligibility criteria are 
usually registered and tracked through various inde-
pendent registries. Every registry uses unique forest 
carbon accounting protocols, which ultimately results 
in different costs to the project developer. A carbon 
project viable under one registry may not be viable 
under a different registry’s protocol. It is important to 
understand the nuances within registry protocols to 
select which measurement and verification standard 
is best for your potential project. Three of the most 
common registries are the American Carbon Registry 
(ACR), Climate Action Reserve (CAR), and Verified 
Carbon Standard (VCS). (See Table 3.)

Carbon Project Development and 
Implementation Process
There are several private groups such as Finite Carbon 
and TerraCarbon which work closely with landowners 
in developing carbon projects and their trading in the 
market. Feasibility or validation studies determine 
qualification for an offset protocol. Feasible offset proj-
ects are then listed or registered with a carbon offset 
registry. To ensure eligibility and list a project, one must 
submit details including project type, location, owner-
ship, forest types, and condition and estimated perfor-
mance. Once a project is validated and listed, the 
project development stage begins with the design and 
installation of a carbon inventory of all standing above 
and below ground as well as standing dead carbon 
stocks (Jenkins, 2018).

After carbon is quantified and inventoried, carbon 
stocks are modeled and averaged over the project 
time requirement, typically 100 years, and compared 
with regional common stocking levels. The differ-
ence between the initial stocking and what is common 
regionally is the basis for the project’s initial offset 
volume and revenue. Thereafter, annual offset credits 
and their revenues depend on how a landowner 
manages their forest’s net annual biological growth. In 
the following reporting periods, growth left in the forest 
can then be measured, verified, and sold as additional 
offsets (Jenkins, 2018).

Table 3. Carbon project registries and their description
Carbon Project 
Registries

Description

American Carbon 
Registry (ACR)

• The American Carbon Registry was the first private registry in the voluntary market, 
founded in 1996.

• ACR protocols have been approved by ARB and offset projects registered with ACR 
can trade their credits on California’s cap-and-trade market.

• ACR has created protocols for all three types of forest carbon projects.

Climate Action Reserve 
(CAR)

• The Climate Action Reserve operates in the voluntary market but its protocols have 
also been verified by ARB. Projects registered with CAR can trade their offset credits 
on California’s cap-and-trade market.

• CAR was formed in 2001 by the State of California to serve the voluntary market. 
Since CAR is tied to California’s regulatory body overseeing the cap-and-trade 
marketplace, it makes it a good candidate for projects developed in North America.

• CAR also allows all three types of forest carbon projects.

Verified Carbon 
Standard/Verra (VCS)

• The Verified Carbon Standard is the most widely used registry in the voluntary 
market, worldwide.

• VCS registers offsets for IFM, AC, and reforestation projects.

• Once a carbon project is validated under VCS protocols the project developers are 
issued Verified Carbon Units (VCUs), which can then be traded.
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In the case of California’s trading scheme, comple-
tion of the Offset Project Data Report by a third-party 
auditor follows project development and acts as verifi-
cation. Audits include ground-truthing every six years 
and annual review of ownership records. Once a project 
is verified, it is formally registered, and the regulating 
agency issues offsets to project owners (Jenkins, 
2018). If an offset project is out of compliance, the 
project can be invalidated and the project manager 
must replace the offset credits issued (California Air 
Resources Board, 2019).

Can Carbon be a Viable Income Source 
for Forest Landowners?
With well-established carbon offset markets over the 
years, forest landowners can monetize carbon seques-
tration services that their forests provide. Participating 
landowners must enter into a supply agreement with 
the purchasers of the carbon credits. The supply agree-
ment (contract) ensures that a landowner will provide 
a certain amount of carbon storage for an extended 
period of time, often up to 100 years. Payments for 
carbon sequestration diversify revenue streams from 
their land.

Currently, many challenges exist to access carbon 
markets especially for small landowners. Upfront 
project development costs are substantially high, 
usually over $100,000, which vary by project size and 
standards. Also, long-term agreements (100 years) can 
make some landowners wary. Similarly, some of the 
other challenges include overly complex and dynamic 
project standards, and increasing verification and 
regulatory review periods, and long-term monitoring 
obligations. Legislative uncertainty under California’s 
action plan/program are other limitations that can 
shape the future development of the carbon markets. 
However, for the right landowner access to this new 
revenue-generating forest product can be a great way 
to diversify their income stream.

Project Aggregation—Is It Feasible?
Currently, project size is the largest barrier of entry 
for land owners wishing to participate in the carbon 
markets. Generally, in order for forest carbon projects 
to be profitable they need to be a minimum of 1,500 
acres (Kerchner and Keeton, 2015). However, family 
forest landowners in the United States own on average 
67.2 acres of land, and more than 80% of ownerships 
hold less than 500 acres of forestland (Butler et al. 

2016), which indicates that the vast majority of land-
owners have no or limited access to carbon markets 
from a financial perspective. In order to minimize 
the costs of project development and maintenance, 
similar to group certification schemes, there could 
be the potential to aggregate many small landowners 
under one carbon project. The aggregation of small-
scale landowners into one large single project signifi-
cantly reduces the costs for each individual landowner. 
Aggregated forest carbon projects could introduce 
additional complexities and risks in developing and 
administering such projects, however. For instance, 
what happens if one of the landowners in the project 
wants to remove their parcel of land from the project or 
violates the terms of the carbon protocol? These addi-
tional complexities should be well thought out prior to 
project initiation. If the parcels of land are separated 
by significant distances or have different/diverse tree 
species, combining noncontiguous and diverse tracts 
may increase monitoring and verification costs.

While all carbon registries have put together guide-
lines for aggregating forest carbon projects, successful 
aggregated projects are relatively scare. Recently, 
using funding from the Natural Resource Conservation 
Service (NRCS) Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP), several agencies put together a 
regional program in Oregon and Washington to support 
non-industrial private forest landowners to participate 
in carbon markets (Pinchot Institute, 2019). Through 
this regional conservation partnership program, inter-
ested landowners even having a small tract of forest-
land receive financial and technical assistance in the 
carbon offset project development including initial 
carbon assessment, forest inventories, and manage-
ment planning. Since higher upfront costs in project 
development and forest inventory and monitoring are 
reportedly the main barrier for family forest owners, 
such coordinated efforts providing financial and tech-
nical assistance would greatly increase the access of 
small-scale landowners to the carbon markets.

For a copy of the full publication, by a team of 
authors from Appalachian State University and 
North Carolina State University, use the following 
shortcut website address: https://tinyurl.com/
y239zw32
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Cassandra Meek Joins NWOA Board, Appointed Secretary
National Woodland Owners Association is pleased 
to announce that Dr. Cassandra “Casey” Meek is 
the newest member of the Board of Directors. Casey 
was nominated by outgoing Board Member, Craig 
McKinley who served as the South Central Director for 
nearly a decade. Casey attended the June 2019 annual 
meeting of the Board and contributed right away. She 
will represent the South Central Region and has been 
appointed to the officer role of recording secretary.

Casey was raised in southeastern Oklahoma and 
spent much of her childhood in the woods enjoying 
walks with her grandparents on their small private-
ly-owned acreage. Her love of science and nature lead 
her to earn a BS and MS in Biology from the University 
of Central Oklahoma and a doctoral degree from the 
University of Arkansas in Crop, Soil, & Environmental 
Sciences. 

For the first 8 years after graduation, Casey taught 
at the college level in Texas, Louisiana, and Oklahoma. 
For 5 years, I was a faculty member at the Oklahoma 

City Community College, teaching a variety of biology 
and chemistry courses. In early 2012, she accepted 
a research support position at the Oklahoma State 
University Kiamichi Forest Research Station. For 
the first few years, she was the project coordinator 
PINEMAP, a large-scale, multi-discipline project that 
focuses on the effects of climate change in loblolly pine 
plantations. In 2017, Casey was promoted to Assistant 
Research Station Superintendent. In this position, she 
has had interactions with woodland owners of both 
small and large acreages.

Casey has been thoughtfully engaged in her profes-
sion through the Oklahoma Forestry Association as its 
current President; and with the Society of American 
Foresters. She is an adjunct biology professor at 
Eastern Oklahoma State University. She also spends a 
week each summer teaching teenagers the concepts 
of forest health through active management at the 
Oklahoma Youth Forestry Camp. 

Welcome, Casey!

NWOA News

Courter Tree Farm Field Day 
and Tour
By Dick Courter, ACF, CF Professional Consulting 
Forester

NWOA Board Chairman Dick and wife Gayanne 
Courter hosted a neighbor to neighbor wood-
land workshop day on their 54 acre Vernonia, 
Oregon family Tree Farm in August of 2019. 
Dick continues to work as a Professional 
Consulting Forester and formerly worked for 
Crown Zellerbach Corporation in Vernonia.

Approximately 115 neighbors and friends attended. 
Dick welcomed attendees with a history of his family 
timber land ownership spanning nearly 80 years in the 
community. Originally, Gayanne’s family owned the 
property. This 54 acres is a thriving 80 year old forest 
managed for over 30 years under the sustainable Dick and Gayanne Courter
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NWOA Board Member Named Vermont 2019 Outstanding  
Tree Farmer of the Year

Al Robertson’s Tree Farm, known as Pfälzerwald, 
is 60 acres in Sheffield, VT purchased in 1979 and 
under active management for the last 32 years. He 
lived in Maryland at the time of purchase and wasn’t 
able to spend much time at the property until moving 
to Portsmouth, NH in 1983. That’s when he started 
working every weekend on his land. And since he didn’t 
know much about forestry, he concentrated on trails. 
This actually helped his later management strategy. 

Al’s stewardship ethic was born from his many 
years in Germany while serving in the Air Force, hence 
the name, Pfälzerwald, comes from the Palatinate 
Forest of southwestern Germany. His management is 
consistent with Dauerwald, or “back to nature” concept 
for permanent, perpetual, and continuous forest. All 
harvesting is done from a permanent trail system and 
utilizes single and group tree selection. The result is 
an ongoing conversion to an uneven aged stand with 
annual harvesting of spruce fir, cedar, and hardwood 
firewood. An average harvest is approximately 5,000 
bf of spruce fir and 10 cords of firewood.

History is helping the conversion. The parcel had 
not been logged in 50 years and “accidental” early 
development of the trail system as a first priority 
has aided selection and harvest activities. This is a 
long term proposition and the full conversion is still 
decades away. Al also plants about 200 trees annu-
ally to improve quality and resiliency in the face of 
climate change. 

Al has been on the Tree Farm Committee and 
VT Woodlands board for nearly two decades. He 
is a regular participant in the American Forest 
Foundation’s National Leadership Conference and 
its bi-annual visits to Capitol Hill. He helped to orga-
nize an AFF forest tour in Germany, France, and 
Switzerland in 2016 and has welcomed foresters from 

these countries to Pfälzerwald Tree Farm in Sheffield. 
He was an early member of AFF’s National Public 
Affairs Committee, and in addition to his role on the 
board of National Woodland Owners Association, he 
is a member of the Vermont’s Private Lands Advisory 
Committee.

During his annual walk in the woods, visitors get to 
see his extensive system of trails, innovative bridges, 
“corduroy,” and water bars made from old guard rail 
sections that have been replicated by many a tree 
farmer.  

The Pfälzerwald Tree Farm is conserved through 
Vermont Land Trust to ensure that it remains intact in 
perpetuity. As someone who has no heirs to inherit 
the property, the Tree Farm will become the James & 
Roberta Robertson Memorial Town Forest, named for 
his parents, and managed by a board of directors. This 
resource that he has tended with such care and devo-
tion will be a community asset for all to enjoy into the 
future.

forestry standards of the American Tree Farm System. 
Discussions highlighted forestry practices, thin-
ning strategies, reforestation challenges with wildlife, 
riparian protections and reducing forest fuels. Dick 
discussed the importance of owners being familiar 
with their property deeds especially when profes-
sional land surveyors survey and post their prop-
erty lines. He also commented on the importance of 

designing an appropriate road system and explained 
that he had personally constructed about two miles of 
roads operating family owned equipment. The group 
heard comments from Oregon Department of Forestry, 
Oregon State University Extension and Society 
of American Foresters speakers. Vernonian Skip 
Goodman briefly discussed uses of specialty wood 
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Boots on the Ground 

With recent damaging weather events, (by “recent” we mean in the past 5 years or so) some wood-
land owners may be seeing a decline as the forestry version of “post traumatic stress” becomes 
apparent. Immediately after a disturbance, damage to trees can be very obvious. However, stands 
and trees, that appear injury-free immediately after the event, may exhibit decline over time. 
Recognizing these symptoms will allow woodland owners to make decisions and take actions to 
protect their forest investment, if they know what to look for. Read on...

Tree Responses to Disturbances
by David Mercker, PhD., University of Tennessee Extension Forester

Readers should use this article only as a general guide. Always seek the advice of a professional 
forester prior to marketing timber or making forest management decisions.

Trees are regularly exposed to disturbances. Some 
disturbances are minor, where recovery is rapid and 
often without lasting affect. Other disturbances are 
much more severe, leaving scars as evidence, and 
sometimes resulting in mortality. The response to 
disturbances varies according to characteristics of 
the species, vigor at the time of the disturbance, and 
treatment following the disturbance. Oliver and Larson, 
in Forest Stand Dynamics (1996), outline a number of 
disturbances and the typical response to those distur-
bances. Some are summarized here:

1. Scars – Scars occur when trunk and stem cam-
bium is killed from various sources such as fire, 
equipment, falling trees, mammals, and insects. 
Scars often lead to partial rot. Healthy trees will 
grow new wood to surround and grow over the 
rot. Such spots can become weak and are later 
susceptible to stem breakage.

2. Burying Roots – In some cases, only a few inches 
of additional topsoil added over existing roots will 
suffocate trees and kill them. This is a common 
problem in construction settings. Some species 
(poplars and willows) can survive by developing 
adventitious roots (roots that develop unusually).

3. Sun Scald – trees previously in shade, then sud-
denly exposed to direct sunlight, can experience 
sun scald on the bark. This phenomena occurs 
because the temperature on the bark surface is 
hotter than the surrounding air, thus killing living 
cambium cells. Scald causes scars on the sun-
ny-side of the tree. A tree responds to scald as it 
would to scars formed by other means.

4. Freezing Damage – also called “frost cracks,” 
– these are seams that are caused in the winter 
when, after several days of moderate weather, a 
sharp drop in temperature occurs. The outer layer 
of wood contracts much more quickly than the 
inner layer, causing a crack to form, normally from 
the base and extending several feet upward. The 
cracks are often audible with a loud “pop” and al-
though the cracks quickly reseal, they are subject 
to future reopening. Pathogens may enter through 
the wound causing stain.

5. Crown Breakage – wind and ice often burst tree 
tops. Survivability following this disturbance is a 
function of four things: tree age/health/vigor, the 
extent of crown loss (40% or more is critical), sea-
son of breakage (damage during the growing sea-
son is worse because carbohydrate consumption 
is high while carbohydrate production has been 
significantly reduced due to crown loss – resulting 
in carbohydrate drain), and post-damage care.

In forest settings, proper management will keep 
trees healthy, making them more likely to endure the 
damage that results from disturbances. Proper manage-
ment includes managing for hardy, native species, and 
maintaining healthy growth through periodic thinning. 
A final word regarding trees in yard settings: normally it 
is not recommended to apply wound dressing. In most 
cases, doing so hinders the natural healing process 
of compartmentalizing the wound. Instead, the best 
prescription is stimulating new growth by watering, 
fertilizing (if needed), and aerating.
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And yes, this is light reading with interesting photos. You can decide for yourself 
which of these furry creatures is a friend, foe or both.

Rodentia, their Common Denominator
Rodentia is the Order of mammals that have one 
major characteristic in common: ever-growing root-
less incisor teeth. That’s right, these are the animals 
designed to chew their way through life. The origin of 
the Order name is the Latin word rodere, meaning, ‘to 
gnaw.’ These critters perform many essential “mainte-
nance” functions in terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems. 
For the most part, they go about their work keeping 

flora on their toes, and serving as sustenance for many 
carnivorous mammals and birds, not to mention the 
insects and fungi that benefits from their carcasses. 
In a perfect world, humans and rodents would rarely 
cross paths and mostly stay out of our way. But, we 
all know better. Here are some facts about a few of 
the rodents we fret over as woodland owners and 
managers.

Beaver Basics

Except for areas of the desert Southwest, the American 
beaver (Castor canadensis) beaver habitat can be found 
throughout the continental U.S. Beavers are the largest 
of the rodents native to America and live in ponds, 
lakes, rivers, and streams and are well known for their 
ability to build dams. They are one of the few animals 
that can actively change an ecosystem by blocking 

rivers and streams with trees and 
mud, creating new lakes, ponds, 
and floodplains. They also create 
sturdy homes from branches and 
mud and use their swimming skills 
to maintain their lodges and harbor 
their kits. The herbivorous diet of 
the beaver consists of both aquatic 
and terrestrial plants. Unfortunately, 
the menu often includes tree bark, 
leaves and roots.

The word “beaver” can serve 
as just another common name 
for other species. The mountain 
beaver (Aplodontia rufa) is a medi-
um-sized rodent found in the Pacific 
Northwest including northern 
California, Oregon, Washington, 
and British Columbia. This species 

is elusive as it uses underground transit and lifestyle. 
These animals are known primarily for their clipping 
seedlings and small saplings, but also can girdle trees 
and damage roots of mature trees. But, Oregonians 
know the American Beaver as their state mammal.

Wildlife, Friend or Foe?
Woodland Rodents
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Enter the Nutria

Nutria (Myocastor coypus) are large, semi-aquatic 
rodents that are native to South America. The species 
is invasive in the United States, starting in 1899 when 
introduced for fur trading. Nutria are now established 

in 17 states. Nutria cause extensive damage 
to wetlands, agricultural crops, and structural 
foundations such as dikes and roads. In addi-
tion to damaging vegetation and crops, nutria 
destroy the banks of ditches, lakes, and other 
water bodies. The long term damage nutria 
cause to marsh vegetation subsequently 
affects the plant and animal species that also 
inhabit those areas. Of strong concern is their 

impact on native muskrats. They may 
also threaten human health and 
safety and serve as a reservoir for 

tularemia and other diseases. The spread of 
Nutria is fostered by their prolific reproduction. 
Significant resources are being applied to erad-
ication in places like the Chesapeake Bay and 

Puget Sound. Although nutria are an invasive species, 
they are protected as furbearers in some states. Local 
wildlife authorities should be consulted before control 
methods are implemented.

Squirrel Wars
Humans and squirrels wage battles wherever the two 
share a habitat, which is almost anywhere there are 
trees. Tree squirrels include the fox squirrel (Sciurus 
niger), the eastern gray squirrel (Sciurus carolin-
ensis), the red squirrel (Tamiasciurus hudsonicus), 
the southern flying squirrel (Glaucomys volans), and 
the northern flying squirrel (Glaucomys sabrinus). 
In nature, all five species nest in tree cavities, or 
can create nests from tree materials (destructive 
at times). Their diet is well-known, but it is inter-
esting to note that, when needed, these little guys 
will range up to 100 acres for food sources. There 
is no doubt that these rodents are very intelligent, 
adaptable, and down-right ingenious at times. The 
impact of squirrel browse on regeneration of oaks, 
pines and other tree species has been studied and 
quantified for many decades. 

The movement of the habitat range of eastern 
and western squirrel species has been the focus 
of academics, urban foresters, and citizen scien-
tists of all ages. Suffices to say that squirrels are 
clever enough to migrate to whatever part of the 
USA offers them the best advantages for survival. 
Will all squirrels in the future look alike? Stay tuned!
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Date In The News:

3-Jul Going Native: Reestablishing a Koa Forest in Hawaii

10-Jul Cliff Shermer Logging Named National Outstanding Logger 
of the Year

17-Jul Endangered Bird Discovery Shows Conservation Plan is 
Working

24-Jul A Legendary Ozark Chestnut Tree, Thought Extinct, is 
Rediscovered

31-Jul Sawdust May Be One Answer to the World’s Plastic Problem

7-Aug Olive Tree Still Bearing Fruit After 3,000 Years

14-Aug World’s Largest Forest has Been Burning for Months

21-Aug “In order to not lose our forests, we cannot be afraid to 
use them.”

28-Aug Training the Next Generation of Loggers

4-Sep Russia May Ban Timber Exports to China Over Illegal 
Logging 

11-Sep Funds Available to Landowners for Southern Pine Beetle 
Prevention

18-Sep Japanese Legislators look to Foresters in Washington 
State for Guidance

Date How to

3-Jul Control Streambank Erosion

10-Jul Understand National Fire Danger Ratings

17-Jul 7 Keys to Building a Great ATV Trail

24-Jul Find Ginseng in Your Woodlot

31-Jul How Landowners can Help Stop Poaching

7-Aug What to Replant After the Trees Die

14-Aug Silent Signs You Could Have Lyme Disease

21-Aug Proper Firewood Storage Tips

28-Aug Regenerating Hardwood Forests: Managing the Competition

4-Sep Prepare for and Respond to Natural Disasters Effecting 
Your Woodlot 

11-Sep Build a Leopold Bench

18-Sep Tree Stand Safety 

25-Sep Prepare Your Wood Burner for Winter

Date Into the Woods:

3-Jul Florida Forestry Officials Open Longleaf Pine Incentive 
Program

17-Jul A Skidder Competition in the French Alps

31-Jul The Bates Forest - A Story of Bad Luck, High Taxes, and 
the Great Depression

21-Aug Protectors of the Forest: A Look at the USFS Fire Science 
Lab

4-Sep The Changing Forests

Online Weekly Newsletter
Published by
The National Woodland Owners’ Association
Editor: Mike Burns, happystumpy@gmail.com

Volume 8
Here’s what was featured in the 3rd Quarter of 2019:

11-Sep American Loggers Council: 25 Years of “Loggers Working 
for Loggers”

18-Sep Chip-And-Ship Forest Clearing May Help Prevent Wildfire 
Disasters

25-Sep The Forest Cookie Connection

Date Tree Talk

3-Jul Researchers Gain Insights into Wood Formation

10-Jul Preparing for a Life Without Oak

31-Jul Longleaf Pine Making a Comeback in VA

7-Aug Could Wood Buildings be a Solution to Climate Change?

14-Aug Redwoods Aren’t ‘Silver Bullet’ Against Climate Change

28-Aug Why Some Trees Lose Their Leaves Before Fall

4-Sep Trees do the Dirty Work of Waste Cleanup

11-Sep A Day in the Life of a Tree

18-Sep Species to Survive Emerald Ash Borer, but Just Barely

25-Sep High School Students MAP the Future of Forests

Date Other Articles of Interest

10-Jul Pest Patrol: USDA Announces Grants for Feral Swine Control

17-Jul Wednesday Wildlife: Spotted Salamanders Prefer Legacy 
Forests

24-Jul Pest Patrol: Japanese Knotweed is Pushing Out Native 
Plants Across U.S

24-Jul Wednesday Wildlife: The 2019 Audubon Photography Awards

7-Aug Economics: Global Carbon Sinks: A New Forestry 
Investment Strategy

14-Aug Way-Back Wednesday: Sugar Pine, the Gold of Sierra Forests

21-Aug Economics: Investing in a Timber REIT

28-Aug Economics: New Forest Products put Maine on the Right 
Track

DID YOU RECEIVE TWO 
COPIES OF THIS ISSUE?
IF SO, PLEASE PASS IT ON TO A FRIEND
Each quarter we mail 
an introductory copy of 
National Woodlands to 
landowners, foresters  
and loggers who are  
good prospects for  
joining NWOA. 

We try hard to remove 
duplicate addresses, but 
they do slip through.

Share your additional copy 
with our Compliments.

Autumn 2019

Magazine of the National Woodland Owners Association

.netLANDOWNER
ASSOCIATIONS

ALLIANCE OF

AMERICAN

.net

WHAT’S INSIDE
 d Farm Bill 2018: 
Key Program Benefi ts and Changes

 d Invasives, the “slow-moving” wildfi re

 d Protecting Your Forest Investment, Part 1

 d Last chance to grab the $20 annual  
subscription rate!



ABOUT NWOA’S  
AFFILIATE MEMBERS
The Alliance of Landowner Associations

• NWOA has 36,000 Affiliate Members in 46 State Affiliates

• Each State Landowner Association is an Independent 
Partner

• The Affiliates are Grouped into Four Forest Zones  
(North, South, East and West)

•  Affiliate Members Receive Only One Issue a Year

Upgrade to a National Membership 
For only $35/year, you'll receive all four magazines and qualify 

for optional liability insurance. Use the handy application  
form envelope tucked between pages 48 and 49 of this issue  

to join or continue your membership.

New York Forest Owners Association

16
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National Historic 
Lookout Register

KEEP THEM STANDING!
Fire lookouts are the most recognizable symbol of 
forestry in America. They are important historical 
landmarks, and of growing value for fire detection in 
many regions. As they age, these venerable icons are 
deserving of recognition of their significance.

US# 1136, FL# 19 
Central Fire Tower

US# 1133, AL# 66
Grandview Lookout is a 
100’ Aermotor tower built in the 
1930s and stands out above the 
ground vegetation. It has been 
deactivated by the Alabama 
Forestry Commission. 

US# 1134, AL# 67
Located in Winston County, the 
100’ Boar Tush Lookout is in 
good condition but is inactive. 
There is no record about how it 
received its name.

US# 1135, AL# 68
The 100’ Aermotor Smith-
Westervelt Lookout is in Pickens 
County west of Tuscaloosa was 
built at AFC in 1940. It is dedi-
cated to Herbert E. Westervelt, 
founder of Gulf State Paper Co, 
now the Westervelt Co. 

US# 1136, FL# 19
The 100’ Aermotor Central 
Fire Tower on the Lake George 
Ranger District of the Ocala 
National Forest has the distinc-
tion of being the only 12’x12’ 
live in cab with catwalk in the 
state. It was built in 1940 to 
replace an earlier tower built by 
the CCC. All of the other 100 or 
so fire towers in Florida have or 
had 7’x7’ day use observation 
cabs with the exception of one 

that combined the four sides of 
two cabs together resulting on a 
14’x14’room on a tower that was 
also used for fire dispatch.

US# 1137, FL# 20

Located at a Florida Forest 
Service ranger office on the 
Bronson Memorial Highway (FL 
192) just east of the Bull Creek 
WMA, Deer Park Fire Tower is 
a 100’ Aermotor LS-40 model 
tower. It is maintained for emer-
gency use.

US# 1138, FL# 21
The Homosassa Fire Tower 
stands adjacent to US 19 at 
former Florida Forest Service 
office on the eastern boundary 
of the Chassahowitzka National 
Wildlife Refuge. It is an 80’ 
Aermotor with windows removed 
from the 7’x7’ cab.

US# 1139, FL# 22
The 100’ Aermotor Hollister Fire 
Tower stands at the Hollister 
office of the Florida Forest Service 

on Hwy. 20 east of Palatka. It is 
one of the few side door cabs 
with a short catwalk in Florida.

US# 1140, FL# 23
Located in the northeast corner of 
the town of Hawthorn in Aluchua 
County, the Hawthorn Fire Tower 
overlooks both timberlands and 
subdivisions. It is a 100’ Aermotor 
tower with 7’x7’ cab.

US# 1141, FL# 24
Not far from the Orlando Airport 
the 100’ Magnolia Fire Tower 
has been standing over range 
land and timber thickets for 86 
years. The Aermotor MC-39 tower 
was built by the Florida Forest 
Service in 1933. Presently, access 
is by permission only from the 
Mormon Church which owns the 
large cattle ranch and its lookout.

US#1143, AL# 69 

Eleanor McCain of Clay County, 
AL Purchased a surplus 100’ 
Aermotor LS-40 lookout form the 
Alabama Forestry Commission. 
She had it taken down, restored 
and erected on her own wood-
land. The landscape feature is 
now known as McCain Tower. 
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THE WHITE OAK INITIATIVE

   IS 
A CORNERSTONE SPECIES 

 

Working to enhance the future of America’s white oak forests

WHY ARE WE WORRIED ABOUT WHITE OAK?

Currently there are enough American white oak 
trees, but populations of young trees are significantly 
declining. White Oak challenges:

 h LACK OF ACTIVE FOREST MANAGEMENT, leading to 
dense low-quality stands – blocking the growth of 
quality trees and the regeneration of new oak trees

 h Widespread INSECTS AND DISEASE

 h CHANGING CLIMATE conditions

WHAT IS THE WHITE OAK INITIATIVE?

The White Oak Initiative includes universities, state and 
federal agencies, private landowners, conservation 
organizations, trade associations, and forest industries 
including wine/spirits, flooring, cooperage, and timber. 
The group is committed to long-term sustainability 
of white oak forests – and their economic, social and 
environmental benefits – for centuries, not just decades.

To restore American white oak, we need to think, plan 
and act decades ahead in order to prevent a crisis 
situation. Today, we must actively manage our oak 
forests, remove competing tree species, treat insects 
and disease, and create openings for this sun-loving 
tree to flourish.

LANDSCAPE SCALE RESTORATION GRANTS:

The White Oak Initiative is working with the US Forest 
Service and 17 state conservation agencies on two 
coordinated landscape scale restoration (LSR) grants. 
These grants have brought significant private, federal 
and state resources together to collaboratively develop 
a white oak conservation assessment and plan for 
action. In addition to the plan, the LSR will support 
landowner surveys, oak regeneration demonstration 
sites, technical tools for foresters, regional workshops 
and state oak implementation projects.

www.whiteoakinitiative.org
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Announcement to Consulting Foresters: 
NWOA now offers a Complimentary 
Listing on www.FindAForester.com

For many years NWOA has sponsored www.FindAForester.com. It started out 
with ACF and SAF/CF members, but there were not enough of them nationwide 
to fill the need. Then NWOA switched to using the Registered Professional 
Foresters list published by the state forestry agencies which was better, but 
appeared in different formats and was difficult to maintain.

NWOA is switching to a state by state listing of consulting foresters with an interest 
in working with family woodland owners. There is no charge for this listing. The 
only requirement is being a national NWOA member (see www.nwoa.net).

HERE’S WHAT TO DO:
1. If you are already a NWOA member go to FindAForester.com and fill out the 

questionnaire (see item #2 below).

2. Below is the information you will need to complete the form:

a. Your undergraduate/graduate forestry (or 
NR) degree(s) along with the SAF-accredited 
university from which they came.

b. Your name followed by any certifications 
(ACF, SAF/CF, Registered Forester and state)

c. Name of business (optional)

d. Full mailing address

e. Email address

f. Telephone number(s)

g. Website

h. Forestry experience (consulting, industrial, 
government)

i. Other qualifications (certified forester, forest 
stewardship plans, real estate appraiser, tree 
farm inspector, prescribed burner)

j. Professional Societies and Affiliations

k. Number of Staff

3. If you are a forestry professional who is not currently a member, use the envelope tucked between 
pages 48 & 49 in this or any issue of National Woodlands magazine to set up your membership in 
NWOA or to renew it.

FindAForester.com
Family forestry in your neck of the woods

Are you a consulting 
forester and a member  
of NWOA?
If so, request a complimentary listing  
in FindAForester.com, the online  
directory where woodland owners  
find qualified consulting foresters.

info@FindAForester.com
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News from the Regions

Northeast

2020 Working Lands Dollars 
Now Available, Service 
Provider Request for 
Applications Period Opens
The Working Lands Enterprise 
Board (WLEB) announces the 
2020 Service Provider application 
period is now open.  The Working 
Lands Enterprise Initiative (WLEI) 
supports innovative entrepre-
neurs at the forefront of Vermont’s 
Working Lands economy through 
technical and financial assistance 
to help growing businesses thrive. 
Types of technical assistance 
provided for Working Lands busi-
nesses may include: Market devel-
opment, Marketing plans, and 
sales; Business and financial plan-
ning; Succession planning; Access 
to capital; Manufacturing efficien-
cies or process flow; Business 
research and development; and/
or pilot programs.The WLEI grant 
application is now available. 
Please visit the website  to begin 
the process, https://tinyurl.com/
y3t8vhdx

Registration for MFA’s Annual 
Meeting
The Massachusetts Forest 
Alliance annual meeting will be 
held Saturday, October 26 at 
Greenfield Community College’s 

main campus in Greenfield, MA. 
The theme for the meeting will 
be “The Future of Wood.” Charlie 
Levesque from Innovative Natural 
Resource Solutions will give a 
keynote address on New and 
Emerging Timber Markets in New 
England. A panel will discuss CLT 
and mass timber technologies. 
We’ll have workshops designed 
specifically for family forest land-
owners on timber taxes and more, 
and credits will be available for 
foresters and timber harvesters. 
Exhibitors will show off their latest 
wares - including an outdoor 
display of the latest forestry equip-
ment, and state agencies and 
nonprofits will share their materials 
and information. We’ll also have a 
sit-down catered awards luncheon. 
For more information contact Chris 
Egan at cegan@massforestalli-
ance.org or call 617 645-1191.

Walk in the Woods: Tour 
a Woodlot Managed and 
Harvested Sustainably 
with Horsepower and Small 
Machinery
Join Brad Johnson, co-owner and 
operator of Third Branch Horse 
Logging (TBHL) LLP, on Saturday 
October 26 from 10 am to 12 pm 
for a tour of the woodlot owned by 
his family. Also attending will be 
Derek O’Toole, partner in TBHL, 
and Bob Capobianco, owner/
operator of Blackberry Hill Horse 
Logging. All three loggers have 
worked in this lot over the past 20 
years, during which time horses 
and small tractors have been used 
to promote a variety of long-term 
management goals. 

Topics to be addressed include 
how to manage and harvest private 
lots for long-term sustainability, 
juggling multiple management goals 
including timber sales, harvest 
options that include animal power, 
carbon sequestration in a woodlot, 
and more. Workshop is free, and 
the public is cordially invited. 
Pre-registration is requested. 
Please register online: https://
tinyurl.com/y3rfwjbq or call VWA at 
802-747-7900. 

North Central

Michigan’s Oak Wilt Coalition
The Oak Wilt Coalition is a part-
nership between private, nonprofit 
and governmental organizations. 
Led by the Arboriculture Society 
of Michigan (ASM), the partner-
ship includes representatives 
from Michigan State University, 
Michigan Departments of Natural 
Resources and Agriculture and 
Rural Development, ReLeaf 
Michigan, Michigan Forest 
Association, electric utilities and 
private companies.  The Oak Wilt 
Coalition website (www.michiga-
noakwilt.org) contains essential 
information about the disease, its 
symptoms, transmission, state wild 
infection map, and seasonal risk 
meter. The website also has links 
to the latest research and how to 
find a qualified oak wilt specialist.
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The Connection between 
Minnesota Brewers and Forest 
Management
The Forest Friendly Brewery 
Project, aka “Forest to Tap”, is a 
non-profit based project, planned 
and supported by a diverse 
group of natural resource inter-
ests, whose common denomi-
nator is the knowledge that good 
forest management – including 
planting, harvesting, and steward-
ship - results in clean and healthy 
water for wildlife, communities, 
businesses – and ultimately for 
beer! The project is focused on 
providing information about how 
good forest management prac-
tices provide clean water. The 
‘avenue’ to that education is 
through partnering with craft brew-
eries, (the end users of water), to 
spread the message. The objective 
in 2019 is to pilot the program with 
craft breweries in the Mississippi 
Headwaters Basin of northern 
Minnesota. A logical expansion in 
the year ahead would include the 
breweries of the Lake Superior 
basin (and beyond). Check out a 
full list of Minnesota participating 
brewers: www.dovetailinc.org/
forest_to_tap

Woodworking for Wildlife 
from Iowa State University 
Extension
The Natural Resource Stewardship 
program at Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach offers free 
and easy to build project plans 
that woodland owners will likely 
appreciate. The projects are all 
wood and can be improvements to 
your own woodlands, homesteads, 
gifts, and local landowner organi-
zation fundraisers. Projects offered 
are: The Leopold Bench, Eastern 
Bluebird Box, Bat Box, and Wood 
Duck Box. The design plans are all 
single pages with easy to follow, 
illustrated instructions. Download 
designs for creating these projects 

that support wildlife and for people 
who enjoy the outdoors: https://
tinyurl.com/y52qwz7b

Wisconsin’s Becoming an 
Outdoors Woman
Becoming an Outdoors Woman 
(BOW) offers hands-on, outdoor 
workshops held in a safe, 
supportive atmosphere with 
patient, enthusiastic instructors. 
No experience or special equip-
ment is necessary.  BOW is for 
adult women of all ages and 
fitness levels. 
The program began in 1991, 
offered through the University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point. The first 
workshop, held at Treehaven Field 
Station near Tomahawk, filled to 
capacity with over 100 partici-
pants. This successful program, 
founded by Dr. Christine Thomas, 
has become popular in more than 
40 states and several Canadian 
provinces.

Today, Wisconsin’s BOW program 
is still going strong, and we still 
hold multi-course workshops twice 
a year at Treehaven Field Station 
as well as Beyond BOW events 
almost every month. In 2016, we 
celebrated the 25th anniversary of 
the program, and with the response 
we get from our participants, we 
expect this is only the beginning. 
Learn more at the website: www.
uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/bowWI/

Mid Atlantic

 

Merger of Pennsylvania 
Forestry Association and The 
Forest Heritage Committee
The Forest Heritage Committee, 
formerly the Pennsylvania Forest 
Heritage Association and prior 

the PA. Forest Fire Museum 
Association, has recently merged 
into PFA. An important part of 
the committee’s “public face” is a 
museum/Discovery Center. This 
facility is located in South Central 
PA, within Caledonia State Park 
in Franklin County.  The Center, 
with its emphasis on Forest 
Conservation in Pennsylvania, is 
open for visitation on weekends 
from Memorial Day to Labor Day, 
staffed by member volunteers. As 
is often the case, enough volun-
teers are sometimes scarce, 
and more are always needed 
and welcomed. Any and all PFA 
members anywhere nearby are 
asked to consider donating a few 
hours of your time to serve as 
hosts/greeters/docents to Center 
visitors. It isn’t a very big facility, 
so the learning curve is not steep. 
Interested? Please contact Peter 
Linehan (pel2@psu.edu) or Jack 
Graham (kmtjtg@yahoo.com)

Pennsylvania Game 
Commission Considers Ban on 
Feeding Deer
To slow the spread of chronic 
wasting disease, which poses 
serious implications for the future 
of deer and deer hunting, the 
Pennsylvania Game Commission 
may vote next spring on a 
proposal to ban artificial feeding of 
deer. Chronic wasting disease has 
spurred consideration of a deer-
feeding ban because deer spread 
CWD through direct contact and 
through exchange of saliva and 
other body fluids that accumulate 
around artificial feeding sites. The 
Pennsylvania Game Commission 
is considering the pros and cons 
of instituting a ban on feeding 
deer and could render a deci-
sion by next spring. An advisory 
committee of game and forestry 
officials, plus representatives of 
hunting and wildlife-related groups 
will present the commission with 
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Before you make any decisions 
regarding your land, get the 

information you need.
Contact a Certified Forester (CF) who can help you: 

 e Define your goals and objectives
 e Develop your management plan
 e Adhere to regulatory requirements
 e Find financial incentive programs 
 e Find management alternatives 
 e Attract diverse and abundant wildlife
 e Improve water quality
 e Assess the value of your forest
 e Be aware of tax liabilities and deductions 
 e Reduce the risk of wildfire
 e Prevent or control insects and diseases
 e Potentially save or make money

www.eforester.org

a proposal, that could include a 
deer-feeding ban, this fall. An initial 
vote on the proposal would likely 
happen in January, with the final 
vote in April. 

Heartland

Louisville, KY Site of 2019 SAF 
National Convention
Goods from the Woods, is the 
theme of the 2019 Society of 
American Forestry national 
convention taking place in 
Louisville, October 30-November 
3, 2019. From cellulosic nano-
tech to cross-laminated timbers 
and mass plywood, wood-based 
products are rapidly evolving and 
impacting our lives for the better. 
Today, in light of increasing global 
demands for wood fiber, as well as 
the ongoing loss of fiber to insects, 
disease, and wildfire, the role of 

foresters in managing the nation’s 
forest resources has never been 
more important. Simultaneously, 
multiple social demands for 
ecosystem services from forested 
landscapes oblige multiple 
professions to interweave goals 
and objectives. The 2019 SAF 
Convention will highlight mega 
trends such as advanced wood 
materials and new products from 
cellulose, while acknowledging the 
legacy of American wood use in 
music, food, shelter, and culture. 
Learn more at www.eforester.org/
safconvention

Indiana Develops Hardwood 
Strategy to Grow the Industry
Indiana’s hardwood industry has 
an annual economic impact of 
over $10 billion and supports 
70,000 jobs -- 44,000 in primary 
and secondary manufacturing 
and 26,000 in ancillary sectors. 
4.1 of Indiana’s 4.9 million forest 
acres are privately owned and 
statewide timber growth exceeds 

removals for harvest and natural 
tree mortality by 2.3 times. This 
strategy includes ideas to develop 
businesses but also to ensure a 
high quality resource for the future. 
One of the recommendations is to 
increase outreach to landowners 
about proper forest management. 
See https://www.in.gov/isda/hard-
woods.htm for more info.

Illinois the Latest State to 
Pass Uniform Partition of Heirs 
Property Act (UPHPA)
In late August, Illinois Governor 
JB Pritzker signed into law Public 
Act 101-0520, Uniform Partition 
of Heirs Property Act. UPHPA 
preserves the right of a co-tenant 
to sell his/her interest in inherited 
real estate, while ensuring that 
the other co-tenants will have the 
necessary due process, including 
notice, appraisal, and right of first 
refusal, to prevent a forced sale. 
If the other co-tenants do not 
exercise their right to purchase 
property from the seller, the court 
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must order a partition in kind if 
feasible, and if not, a commercially 
reasonable sale for fair market 
value. Heirs property dispropor-
tionately impacts middle and low 
income families and communities 
that do not have access to afford-
able legal services. Some version 
of the UPHPA has passed in 12 
other states: Alabama, Arkansas, 
Connecticut, Georgia, Hawaii, 
Iowa, Missouri, Montana, Nevada, 
New Mexico, Texas and South 
Carolina. States that have adopted 
the UPHP Act have reported no 
fiscal impact. One of the reasons 
why this matters now is that in the 
2018 Farm Bill, there is language 
that allows USDA dollars to be 
used to resolve heir’s property if 
the property is in one of the states 
that has adopted the UPHP Act; 
allowing landowners the ability to 
fully participate in federal and state 
programs. Read the full Illinois law 
at: https://tinyurl.com/yyu3lhzb

Kansas City will House 
Relocated USDA Offices
The U.S.D.A. announced its 
decision to transfer nearly all 
Economic Research Service (ERS) 
and National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture (NIFA) employees 
to the Kansas City area from 
Washington in June. [NIFA is 
the home of the Cooperative 
Extension Service.] The depart-
ment at that time said that 253 
E.R.S. positions and 294 NIFA 
positions would be transferred to 
Kansas City, but it was expected 
those employees accepting relo-
cation would be much fewer. The 
move was targeted for August 
2019, but wholesale relocation of 
workers and their families, rooted 
in the Washington DC area, was 
not going to be simple. Since 
then, 49 ERS and 52 NIFA have 
accepted relocation to the Greater 
Kansas area. However, there have 
been Union challenges, new hires 

in the Kansas City area, and plans 
for short or long-term telecom-
muting for some employees.  
Stay tuned!

Southeast

UGA Professor Wins Award for 
Citizen Science Idea 
Dr. Scott Merkle, Associate Dean 
for Research and Professor at the 
Warnell School of Forestry and 
Natural Resources, University of 
Georgia (UGA), and his idea on 
how to restore threatened and 
endangered tree species was 
voted “Most Likely to Make a 
Lasting Difference” at the first 
annual Forest Innovation Reviews 
(FIRz). The Endowment awarded 
Dr. Merkle $10,000 to help 
advance his idea.

Held on September 18, the 
inaugural FIRz event featured ten 
presenters, discussing innova-
tive approaches for solving some 
of today’s most significant natural 
resources challenges. Dr. Merkle 
posited how identifying “lingering,” 
or individual trees that appear to 
resist exotic pests and diseases 
could unlock inherent genetic 
resistance to save some of our 
most cherished tree species.  His 
proposal would engage citizen 
scientists via the treesnap.org 
web application with scientists in 
locating potentially resistant trees 
Tree-breeders and tree-propaga-
tors would then be recruited to 
help confirm genetic resistance and 
produce trees for restoration plant-
ings. “The combination of these 
groups working together could 
result in pest and pathogen-re-
sistant trees for landowners and 
others to plant in a relatively short 
time,” said Merkle. “This approach 
involves no genetic engineering 
or even hybrid breeding. Instead, 
it uses the genes that our native 

Show Your Affiliation  
To All Who Pass Your Land

Available from National Woodland Owners Assoc:
Sturdy 18" x 18" metal sign, only $15 plus $4 postage; $25 for two, 
plus $5 postage.
To order with Visa/MC call (703) 255-2700,  
or mail check payable to: NWOA National Woodland Owners Association, 
374 Maple Ave. E., Suite 310, Vienna, VA 22180.
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trees already possess, but greatly 
accelerates the repopulation of 
the species using conventional 
breeding, plant propagation, and 
planting.”

NC State Extension Releases 
Publication Detailing Forest 
Carbon Offset Markets
North Carolina State Extension 
released a publication that intro-
duces readers to forest carbon 
offset markets. Forest carbon is 
considered as a forest product that 
can be a viable alternative source 
of income for forest landowners. 
The publication provides a detailed 
look into what carbon offset 
credits are, as well as differing 
forest carbon project types. Other 
subjects that are covered include: 
carbon marketplaces, carbon 
credit registries, and carbon 
project development and imple-
mentation. https://content.ces.
ncsu.edu/an-introduction-to-for-
est-carbon-offset-markets
 

Gulf South

Russell Brothers Farm 2019 
Florida Outstanding Tree 
Farmers of the Year
Russell Brothers Farm of Escambia 
County has received the distinction 
of the 2019 Florida Outstanding 
Tree Farmers of the Year. This 
annual award recognizes private 
landowners that have done a 
remarkable job of sustainably 
managing forests on their property. 
Russell Brothers Farm exemplifies 
a legacy of family forest managed 
not only for wood, but also for 
water conservation, wildlife habitat 
and primarily to create a sense 
of place in honor of the Russell 
Family. Join us for a tour of Russell 
Brothers Farm on October 25, 

2019 (link to announcement). This 
event is free but pre-registration is 
required. Call the Florida Forestry 
Association, (850) 222-5646 to 
reserve a space. Please register by 
October 18. Read about the tree 
far at: https://tinyurl.com/yyqjd37x

Funding Available to Cover 
Consultant Forest Stewardship 
Management Plan Preparation
The Florida Forest Service has 
received funding to help cover 
the costs for private natural 
resource consultants to write 
Forest Stewardship plans covering 
hurricane resiliency and/or long-
leaf pine management. Eligible 
Stewardship plans must include 
information and recommenda-
tions related to: forest resilience 
and recovery following hurri-
canes, forest and landowner 
preparedness for hurricanes, and/
or resources available to assist 
private forest landowners following 
hurricanes and/or longleaf pine 
establishment, restoration, 
improvement, and management for 
landowners with longleaf stands or 
those who want to establish long-
leaf pine on appropriate sites.

Compensation rates and addi-
tional information are provided in 
the Forest Stewardship Program 
Consultant Plan Preparation 
Agreement available at: https://
forms.freshfromflorida.com/11268.
pdf. This form also serves as the 
application for reimbursement. All 
applications that meet requirements 
as described above will be consid-
ered in the order in which they are 
received. Please contact Jennifer 
Tucker-Jenks at Jennifer.Tucker-
Jenks@FreshFromFlorida.com or 
your county forester for more infor-
mation. Find your county forester at 
https://www.freshfromflorida.com/
CountyForester

Economic Benefits of Wildfire 
Prevention Education

From 2002 to 2007, the State 
of Florida spent an average 

of $500,000 annually on fire 
prevention education to reduce 
fires ignited by humans. A study 
conducted by the Forest Service 
and partners showed that by 
reducing accidental wildfires, 
Florida avoided associated 
firefighting costs and economic 
losses. What’s more, the study 
showed that any additional dollar 
spent on fire prevention education 
in Florida would have produced a 
benefit-to-cost ratio of 35 to one. 

South Central

Arkansas and USDA Sign 
Stewardship MOU
Arkansas Governor Asa 
Hutchinson and Secretary of 
Agriculture Sonny Perdue signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) for Shared Stewardship 
in early September. The MOU, 
the first such agreement in the 
southern United States and is the 
first one in the nation to include 
the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. The docu-
ment states that participating 
agencies will work more closely 
together to accomplish mutual 
forest stewardship goals and 
effectively respond to challenges 
and natural resource concerns 
in Arkansas. The MOU outlines 
how the state and Federal agen-
cies will prioritize investment 
decisions on forest practices to 
protect communities and improve 
forest resiliency. “Today more 
than half of Arkansas’s public 
and private land is covered in 
forest, creating a rich ecosystem 
that supports our communities, 
watersheds, and economy,” said 
Governor Hutchinson. “I am confi-
dent that this agreement with the 
USDA’s Forest Service and the 
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Natural Resources Conservation 
Service is an important step to 
further support, protect, and 
preserve Arkansas’s most valuable 
resources.” The state agencies 
participating in the shared-stew-
ardship strategy are the Arkansas 
Department of Agriculture and 
the Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission. The federal partic-
ipating agencies are the United 
States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Forest Service and 
the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. 

Louisiana Learn to Burn 
Workshop
This training workshop, deliv-
ered by Louisiana Department 
of Forestry and Louisiana State 
University Extension, will enable 
landowners to burn their lands 
safely and legally. There are more 
than 8 topics covering fuels to 
burn windows to liability and 

more. The training will also help 
attendees to become Louisiana 
Certified Burn Managers. Contact 
Whitney Wallace, Area Extension 
Forester, wwallace@agcenter.lsu.
edu for more information.

Sudden Oak Death Detected in 
Oklahoma Nursery Plants
Retail distributors of flowering 
plants sourced from the Pacific 
Northwest, tested positive for 
Sudden Oak Death (SOD) disease 
in July. the Oklahoma Department 
of Agriculture mounted an infor-
mation campaign to educate 
consumers and retailers of 
the symptoms that appear on 
plants such as rhododendron. 
All plants from the same nursery 
were confiscated and destroyed, 
however a number of the plants 
had been sold to consumers by 
the time the confiscation action 
took place. Infected plants spread 
the disease through leaf spraying 

as watering of healthy plants near 
infection ones share the disease 
by way of aerosol from water or 
direct contact among the foliage of 
wet plants. For the last 15 years, 
woodland owners have been 
battling SOD especially in the 
Pacific Northwest. 

Southwest

Utah Department of Forestry 
Coordinates Wildfire Strategy 
with Rocky Mountain Power
A Public Safety Power Shutoff is 
a new measure designed to help 
keep people and communities in 
high-risk areas safe, by proactively 
shutting off power during extreme 
and dangerous weather conditions 

FindAForester.com
Family forestry in your neck of the woods

Are you a  
consulting forester  

and a member of NWOA?
If so, request a complimentary listing in 
FindAForester.com, the online directory 

where woodland owners find  
qualified consulting foresters.

info@FindAForester.com
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that can result in catastrophic 
wildfires. This measure would only 
be taken as a last resort to help 
ensure customer and commu-
nity safety. As part of this effort, 
Rocky Mountain Power is working 
with local emergency services 
agencies, the Utah Department of 
Forestry, and community leaders 
across Utah, Idaho and Wyoming 
to expand and enhance existing 
emergency response plans and 
community coordination. For more 
information, download the public 
safety handout at:  https://tinyurl.
com/y4n8dh7t

The Working Forest 
Management Plan (WFMP) 
Legal Challenge Update
The WFMP was approved by the 
Legislature and signed by the 
Governor in 2013. The Board of 
Forestry worked approximately 
three (3) years to develop regula-
tions that were adopted in 2017. 
Shortly after the regulations 
were adopted an entity called 
the Coastal Action Group (CAG) 
filed a lawsuit in Alameda County 
Superior Court asserting the regu-
lations violated the Forest Practice 
Act, the Administrative Procedures 
Act, and CEQA. The judge found in 
favor of the CAG on two issues.

The case was appealed by the 
Board of Forestry. In addition, the 
Legislature amended the WFMP 
in 2018 to reduce the maximum 
size of the plan from 15,000 to 
10,000 acres and addressed the 
need for information regarding 
erosion control in the plan. The 
Board passed amended regula-
tions in February 2019. The Appeals 
Court ruled in favor of the Board on 
August 22 and remanded the trial 
court to reverse its earlier findings. 
As an aside, the first WFMP has 
been submitted and is under review 
by Cal Fire and other state agen-
cies. Read about the court action 
at this website, https://tinyurl.com/
y2xet3qr

Lake Tahoe Basin Forest 
Action Plan
The Tahoe Fire and Fuels Team, 
a coalition of Lake Tahoe federal, 
tribal, state and local entities 
recently  issued a comprehen-
sive Forest Action Plan to protect 
the health and safety of the Lake 
Tahoe Basin’s forests, commu-
nities and visitors. “The Lake 
Tahoe Basin is extremely vulner-
able to wildfire,” said North Tahoe 
Fire Protection District Fire Chief 
Michael Schwartz. “To protect 
our residents and visitors and the 
health of our forests, this plan is 
focused at every level: from our 
homes and businesses to our 
shoreline communities, evacuation 
routes, powerline corridors and 
scenic ridgetops.” The 16-page, 
full color document is full of both 
basic and technical information 
to educate landowners and local 
citizens about the wildfire hazards 
of the region and the strategic 
approaches to prevent and/or 
manage those hazards. Download 
a copy from this URL,  https://
tinyurl.com/y4etflzx 

Virginia Cooperative Extension
November 9 and December 5-6 
are the dates for the upcoming 
Generation Next workshops 
hosted by Virginia Cooperative 
Extension. Please join your neigh-
bors for a hands-on workshop with 
free legal guidance from profes-
sionals experienced in intergenera-
tional land transfer and landowner 
testimonials of estate planning 
steps and strategies they have 
used. Speakers include legal and 
financial experts experienced in 
estate planning as well as natural 
resource professionals who work 
with landowners to conserve 
land and plan the future. See 
the upcoming workshops being 
held near you:  http://tinyurl.com/
yxb84nud 

Rocky Mountain
and the Great Plains

Second Win for the Seidel 
Family’s Tree Farm
The Colorado State Forest Service 
has once again recognized a 
Pagosa Springs family as the 
state’s Outstanding Tree Farmers 
of the Year. The annual award, 
which is bestowed for excep-
tional efforts toward growing 
renewable timber resources while 
protecting environmental bene-
fits and increasing public aware-
ness, was bestowed to the Seidel 
family in 1984 and again this year. 
“It is rewarding to see subsequent 
generations maintain an attach-
ment to their land, and there have 
been three generations involved in 
the management of this property,” 
said Dan Wand, owner of Wand 
Forestry and retired CSFS Durango 
Field Office forester. See the full 
story and photos at: https://tinyurl.
com/y4nrdd3z

Jumpstarting Recovery of 
Wyoming Big Sagebrush
Wyoming big sagebrush may not 
be the most eye catching plant 
on the Great Basin’s rangeland, 
but it provides vital wildlife habitat 
and forage for numerous species 
such as the greater sage-grouse. 
Yet sagebrush is on the decline. 
Spreading invasive exotic annual 
species are contributing to more 
frequent wildfires on the range. 
Mature sagebrush often die when 
a fire burns through, and even 
worse, its seed bank is also nega-
tively impacted. Without a viable 
seed bank, sagebrush regeneration 
is sporadic and requires windborne 
seed dispersal from unburned 
areas. Other native perennial 
species may resprout following 
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a wildfire, but their numbers are 
often insufficient to prevent inva-
sive species from rapidly domi-
nating the burned ground. To stave 
off such a scenario, land managers 
will reseed with sagebrush and 
other native perennials to restore 
the landscape. A bulletin from 
the USDA FS, Rocky Mountain 
Research Station covers this topic 
“in 5 minutes” and can be found 
at, https://tinyurl.com/y2upbm83

Northwest

Behind the Scenes, Alaska’s 
Fire Cache Warehouse
Even though the fire season is 
ending in Alaska, there’s still plenty 
of work remaining for the BLM 
Alaska Fire Service Warehouse 
Cache. This year, 1.9 million 
pounds of equipment, valued at 
$25.8 million, was issued through 
the warehouse at BLM AFS facil-
ities on Fort Wainwright. This 
summer, more than 606 miles 
of firehose was used on fires in 

Alaska. All that hose needs to be 
cleaned, inspected for leaks and 
rolled back up before it can be 
used again on fires in the Lower 
48 or next year in Alaska. A large 
portion of what goes out, comes 
back in through the warehouse, 
and refurbished so it can be used 
again either in Alaska or in the 
Lower 48. The Alaska Fire Service 
Warehouse Cache is home to one 
of six National Type I Fire Caches 
in the nation. It provides supplies 
and equipment for all fire suppres-
sion and fire management oper-
ations in coordination with other 
statewide agencies such as the 
State of Alaska, cadastral survey, 
BLM Field Offices, and Defense 
Logistics Agency. They also coor-
dinate supply operations with the 
other 14 national Fire Caches. 

Western Washington Woodland 
Owner Shares Strategy for 
Western Red Cedar Survival
Many small forest landowners 
in Washington attempt to plant 
Western red cedar, only to be 
thwarted by browse by animals, 
particularly deer and elk. One 
woodland owner has used some 
unique strategies, and has written 

up his well-documented efforts. 
The Small Forest Landowner office 
at the Washington Department of 
Natural Resources asked land-
owner, Steve Townsend of Pierce 
County, to share his strategies 
and photos in an installment of the 
Small Forest Landowner News. 
Check it out: https://tinyurl.com/
y4javt53

White Pine Blister Rust 
Pruning Strategy 
Idaho Forest Owners Association 
(IFOA) Director, Carol J. Puetz 
offers some advice for woodland 
owners working to restore western 
white pine in Idaho. In the IFOA 
summer 2019 newsletter, Ms. 
Puetz describes how to recognize 
infection and the why and how of 
pruning to present further infec-
tion and spread to other trees. 
The newsletter is always filled with 
great information that members 
enjoy. If you are a woodland 
owner in Idaho, get more informa-
tion on membership by emailing 
info@idaholforestowners.org  The 
archived version of the summer 
2019 newsletter with her article is: 
https://tinyurl.com/yyxyu7ak 

Post your 
events on our 
online calendar.
woodlandowners.org/meetings-and-events/ 

Landowners
Email us your upcoming event information 
to include on our online calendar: 
nwoamag@gmail.com

NWOA Online Calendar is LIVE!
The NWOA calendar is a tool for use by all NWOA individual 
members and Affiliate associations to post their meetings, 
field days, seminars, workshops and special events. The 
simple functions of the calendar proved to be a good reason 
to continue its use in 2019. Now we want you to know about 
it, and use it. Add your events to the calendar by sending an 
email with the following basic information:

 d Name of the event

 d Date(s) of the event

 d Start and End times if known

 d Physical location of the event

 d Contact URL or phone for more details. 

 d  Optional: a short paragraph describing the event,  
fees, how to reserve a seat, etc.

Send the requested information to: nwoamag@gmail.com 
and put in the SUBJECT: calendar item. If we need more info, 
we will search it out or get back to you with questions. Take 
a look at the calendar and look for the events that start with 
your state acronym. 
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Woodland Liability Insurance
$1,000,000 Per Occurrence $2,000,000 Aggregate

Available Coverage Options:
Hunt Lease Liability Insurance
Guides and Outfitters Coverage
Tractors, ATVs & Implements
and much more. 
For full details, see pages 62 and 63 of this issue

of National Woodlands Magazine.

NWOA.net/insurance
(703) 255-2700
info@nwoa.net

NWOA
.net FAMILY FOREST

LANDOWNER
NATIONAL

WOODLAND
OWNERS
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Underwritten by Outdoor Underwriters, Inc.
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• How much does woodland liability  
insurance cost? 
The cost is $160/year for up to 535 acres. Additional 
acres cost $ .28/acre.

• What is the value of the coverage?
You are covered for $1,000,000 each occurrence, or 
$2,000,000 aggregate/year. There is no deductible.

• What liabilities does the insurance cover?
The coverage is designed for the most common 
legal liability issues a woodland owner may 
encounter. This includes a person injured on your 
land, or something you might do by mistake such as 
felling a tree across a boundary line and damaging a 
neighbor’s property. Hunting accidents are covered, 
providing you did not receive payment. If you receive 
payment for hunting, the Hunting Lease Liability 
Insurance (see below) is recommended, because 
receiving money may compromise the landowner 
liability limitations in your state.

• Do I have to be a NWOA member to buy this 
insurance?
Yes, you must be a current NWOA member to 
qualify for our low-cost liability insurance. If you are 
a member of a state landowner association affiliated 
with NWOA, you must also join as a national 
member of NWOA for this benefit.

• When does my insurance take effect?
There are four open season dates a year when 
NWOA members can purchase insurance: January. 
1, April 1, July 1 and October 1. If coverage is 
needed immediately, your policy will renew one 
year from the preceding open season date. The 
insurance takes effect two weeks after we process 
your application.

• Can multiple tracts be included on one policy?
Yes. You may cover several tracts under one policy 
provided they are each deeded under the same 
exact landowner or group of owners. The tracts do 
not have to be contiguous. Many people list several 
tracts and still stay within the minimum cost of $160/
year.

• My land is in a limited liability corporation (Llc). 
does that protect me from lawsuits?
No, but it probably limits your loss to the value of 
your land and timber. Anyone has the right to sue 
to correct a perceived wrong or an injury. As a 
landowner, it is your responsibility to protect your 
assets. 

• If I am sued, should I hire a lawyer even if I believe 
the suit is without merit?
If you are covered by the NWOA policy, our 
insurance company will provide a lawyer skilled in 
liability law to represent you. 

• Why do I need hunting lease liability insurance?
This policy is designed for paid hunting leases. It 
protects the hunt club from liabilities the hunters 
may cause. (i.e. wrongful death, falling from a tree 
stand, campfire). The landowner may also purchase 
this protection via the “additional insured” rider for 
$26 per landowner.

• Does the hunt club need to be a NWOA member to 
purchase hunt club liability insurance?
Yes. A hunt club or at least one member of the hunt 
club must hold a NWOA membership to qualify for 
Hunt Club Liability Insurance. 

• How much is hunting lease liability insurance 
alone?
The cost is $165/year for up to 1000 acres. 
Additional acres cost $.16/acre. 

• Can I combine woodland liability insurance and 
hunting lease insurance?
Yes. A combined Woodland and Hunting Lease 
Liability Insurance Policy is available.

• How much is the combined woodland liability and 
hunting lease liability insurance?
The cost is $210/year for up to 525 acres. Additional 
acres cost $.40/acre. 

• Can I get a copy of the policy?
The insurance is a group policy under NWOA. You 
will receive a Certificate of Insurance to certify you 
are covered within specified dates and the amount 
covered. 

• Who is the insurance company and underwriters 
for this liability insurance?
Outdoor Underwriters, Inc. developed and services 
this insurance. It is backed by certain Underwriters 
at Lloyds of London. 

• Questions on insurance?
For questions concerning 
applications call NWOA at 
703-255-2700. 

LANDOWNER LIABILITY INSURANCE  
and HUNT CLUB LIABILITY FAQs
Frequently Asked Questions and Answers About NWOA’s Popular Membership Benefit:

NWOA
.net



Comprehensive General Liability
Limit of Liability: $1,000,000 each occurrance; $2,000,000 aggregate
Deductible: none

WOODLAND LIABILITY INSURANCE
INSURANCE APPLICATION:  FOR LANDOWNERS ONLY

Woodland Liability Coverage provides legal liability coverage for woodland owners.  This coverage is designed to 
provide general liability protection for owners of woodland who do not lease their land to a hunting club.

Owners, Landlord & Tenant - Liability Limit to $1,000,000 per occurence
Special Master policy rating basis. A certificate will be issued to each landowner.
Liability coverage for the Landowner does not provide protection for owned timber.
Coverage does not apply to commercial hunting operations including for-profit
guided and/or fee hunting.

Landowner Name Telephone

Address Telephone (work/mobile)

City    State Zip  email

Woodland Location (County,  city and State)

Are locations fenced or posted? Any lakes or ponds? 
Any leased hunting or commercial hunting? Any dams/spillways/bridges? 
      If yes, are Certificates of Insurance required? Any property currently being used for mining?
Any watercraft or docks? Any of the property leased for farming? 
Any buildings?     Are Certificates of Insurance required? 

Please answer the following questions.

What is the property used for?

Signature of Landowner

Premium Calculation - Woodland Liability Insurance

(subject to a minimum premium of $160 for up to 535 acres)

Please Specify Effective Dates:

Return this form completed and signed along with your check to:

National Woodland Owners Association
374 Maple Ave E, Suite 310;  Vienna, VA 22180-4718

Coverage is subject to approval by Outdoor Underwriters, Inc.   Applications received will be effective upon approval and expired according to policy terms.

January 1, 2019 to January 1, 2020
April 1, 2019 to April 1, 2020
July 1, 2019 to July 1, 2020
October 1, 2019 to October 1, 2020

Did you �nd us through a state a�liate promotion?
If so, please staple your ad coupon to your application to ensure credit to your association.

(email will not be shared or abused)

($35/year   $45/year sustaining)

$160           minimum

NWOA-2019

To qualify for our Low-cost liability Insurance you MUST be a member
of NWOA - 

Number of acres to be covered x .28 cents per acre =

          

              For your convenience, you may add your  NWOA membership fee

    Total Payment Due:

Named Insured
NWOA member landowner 
named on the application

FAMILY FOREST
LANDOWNER

NATIONAL
WOODLAND

OWNERS
Association

.net

SM



HELP NWOA DO MORE  
WITH A TAX DEDUCTIBLE  
END OF YEAR DONATION

All levels of support include a one year NWOA Membership.
Checks and credit cards accepted. Make check payable to “NWOA”.

STEWARD

NWOA
NWOA

SUPPORTERNWOA

EAGLE

$1000 $500 $100
 d Full Year Subscription to 

National Woodlands Magazine

 d Polished Brass NWOA  
Lapel Pin

 d One 18" x 18" Family Forest 
Landowners Sign

 d Full Year Subscription to 
National Woodlands Magazine

 d Polished Brass NWOA  
Lapel Pin

 d Full Year Subscription to 
National Woodlands Magazine

Spring 2018

Magazine of the National Woodland Owners Association

.net
LANDOWNER

ASSOCIATIONS

ALLIANCE OF

AMERICAN

.net

WHAT’S INSIDE
 d Top Ten Family Forestry 

Issues for 2018

 d How the Biltmore Forestry 
School became the Cradle 
of Forestry in America 

 d Cooperative Extension— 
A History of Success

Summer 2018

Magazine of the National Woodland Owners Association

.netLANDOWNER
ASSOCIATIONS

ALLIANCE OF

AMERICAN

.net

WHAT’S INSIDE
 d Western Wildfi res

 d Forest Stewardship 
Program

 d Windbreaks Primer

 d Forest Action Plans

Autumn 2018

Magazine of the National Woodland Owners Association

.netLANDOWNER
ASSOCIATIONS

ALLIANCE OF

AMERICAN

.net

WHAT’S INSIDE
 d Timber Casualty 
Loss Update

 d Remembering Your Why

 d Crop Tree Release

 d Invasion of the 
Earthworms!

Winter 2019

Magazine of the National Woodland Owners Association

.netLANDOWNER
ASSOCIATIONS

ALLIANCE OF

AMERICAN

.net

WHAT’S INSIDE
 d Silvopasture, Principles and Practice

 d Farm Bill Progress

 d Hardwood Plantation Understory

 d Wildlife, Friend or Foe?

Your Investment in Our Work  
Helps Us Bring Your Issues to Lawmakers


